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UPCOMING WCKG EVENTS
March Meeting 
Evanston Stitchworks 
Welles Park: 2333 W Sunnyside Ave 
Tuesday, March 12, 2019 
6:45 – 8:45 pm

April Meeting 
Welles Park: 2333 W Sunnyside Ave 
Tuesday, April 9, 2019 
6:45 – 8:45 pm

UPCOMING FIBER EVENTS
Madison Knitters’ Guild Knit-In 
Madison, Wisconsin 
March 15–17, 2019

YarnCon 
Chicago Journeymen Plumbers  
   Union Hall 
1340 W Washington Blvd 
April 6–7, 2019

Stephenson County Fiber Fest 
Cedarville, Illinois 
April 13, 2019 

Wisconsin Alpaca & Fiber Festival 
West Bend, Wisconsin 
April 27–28, 2019

Evanston Stitchworks
Please join us for our upcoming meeting on March 12. Our guest speaker 
will be Amalia Malos from Evanston Stitchworks.

The shop, located at 906 Sherman Ave, carries a range of small-batch 
and hand-dyed yarns that represents the efforts of artisans committed to 
bringing you a unique and mindful product only available through limited 
markets. A special house brand yarn is hand-dyed in Evanston using  
low-impact metal free dyes. They also focus on sewing and other 
handwork, with classes on spinning, sewing, embroidery, and more.

Amalia will also have some yarn available for purchase!
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Guild News

Commission Knitting Opportunity
Jared Davis recently reached out to the guild with a project. 
Jared’s mother recently passed away and left him with several 
boxes full of yarn, knitting needles, and more. His plan is to hire 
someone to use the yarn she left behind to knit afghans for each 
of his family members (4) and then donate the remaining yarn, 
books, etc. He would like these to be done by Christmas  
of 2019. 

This is kind of a large project, so maybe a few people would like 
to team up and knit one blanket each. If you are interested and 
would like Jared’s contact info, please email Rebekah at  
wckgnewsletter@gmail.com.

New Website Coming Soon!
As you know, despite Julie’s heroic effords in 2018, the WCKG 
website is in dire need of an overhaul. 

Webmaster Laura O is coming to the rescue, knitting up a 
brand new site that will be much faster with an updated, modern 
design. We can’t wait to see how it looks!

February Meeting Recap
Our February meeting was held on a cold and icy night, and 
only a few of us braved the weather to attend. We discussed 
the future of the guild in light of our need for a new president 
and meeting coordinator. We did not to a Show & Share at 
this meeting, so hopefully everyone will have plenty of finished 
objects to show off in March.

Help Us Plan the Future of the Guild!
WCKG members, we are trying to see how we can maintain the guild as we have had in the past. We have a serious shortage of 
board members that have handled a number of different tasks. One key component is the monthly meetings. Last year Julie S, as 
WCKG President did a great job, even though normally the Monthly Meeting Coordinator would have handled this task. We have 
asked for volunteers to help with both the President and/or the Monthly Coordinator role.

With no volunteers, we will need to break these responsibilities down or change the meeting structure. We have two options:

1) Members can take on the role of creating a monthly session. This could include a specific technique or knitting project. We 
would need six members to take on the role for one monthly session each. This could also include finding an outside speaker to 
handle that portion of the meeting, and in that case the guild would pay someone $100 for their presentation at the meeting. In 
the past, if the presentor was selling patterns/products the fee would not an option.

2) Another alternative would be to change the meetings to a knit night along with Show & Share.

We need your feedback! We also need your commitment to the future of the guild. The March meeting will allow everyone a chance to 
weigh in on how you want the guild to proceed. 

           – Ellie P
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YarnCon: 
Saturday, April 6 & Sunday, April 7
WCKG loves YarnCon, Chicago’s homegrown yarn-centric 
exhibition! This year’s event will be held on Saturday,  
April 6 and Sunday, April 7, at the usual location of the 
Chicago Journeymen Plumbers Union Hall, 1340 West 
Washington. This year’s marketplace will have just over 60 
vendors!

Doors open at 10:00 am on Saturday, and the first 50 
attendees will get goodie bags with info and treats! 
There will also be raffle tickets on sale for drawings held 
throughout the day.

The guild’s Sam L will be teaching classes on Kool-Aid 
Dye and Acid Dyes, and Javier Jara will be teaching 
his classes on brioche knitting if you need a refresher 
from last year’s guild lessons. There are also classes on 
spinning, jewelry-making, crochet, and more! 

Visit www.yarncon.com to sign up for classes and learn 
more.

Stitch Up Chicago 2019: 
Friday, April 5 & Saturday, April 6
This year the first weekend of April will feature two fiber 
events to choose from. Stitch Up Chicago, a weekend 
event organized by Stitch & Hustle, is usually held in 
February, but was moved to April due to the government 
shutdown. This fun event kicks off with an afternoon of 
discounted shopping, tea and snacks hosted by Nina 
Chicago. Then there are several events to choose from:

Friday Evening: Official Event Kick Off Dinner hosted 
by Brooklyn Boy Knits. There will be a Universal Yarn 
sponsored workshop where you can knit up a fabulous 
creation (materials provided) while enjoying a fantastic 
dinner and good company.   

Saturday Morning: Fiberlicious Brunch! Yummy delights 
will be served up as well as a fun knit or crochet kit.

Saturday Afternoon: Red Heart Yarn Tasting and Fabulous 
Crochet / Fiber Workshop hosted by Tamara of Moogly 
Blog. Not your typical yarn tasting, here you will not just 
hear about all the new Red Heart yarns, but get to swatch 
them, try them out, take some home and really get to know 
these fibers! 

Saturday Evening: Knit Crate sponsored Taco & Knits 
Party. Everyone gets tacos. Everyone gets a Knit Crate. 
Everyone gets to have fun! Now THAT’s a taco knit night!

Visit www.stitchupchicago.com to learn more and sign up!

All events (except shopping at Nina) will be held at the 
Godfrey Hotel in downtown Chicago. If you are coming to 
the event you are eligible for a special discounted hotel 
rate of $109 per night by using the booking link here:  
http://bit.ly/StitchUpChicago2019Hotel

Knitting News
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Operation Chemo Comfort: Spring Drive
The Guild has long supported Operation Chemo Comfort, 
which provides hats and headscarfs to cancer patients 
undergoing chemo. They are currently holding a spring 
drive to get as many hats as possible by May 31.

Fibers and Colors 
Hats may be made out of any fiber.Some patients can 
develop skin sensitivity during chemotherapy, so the 
softer the fiber, the better (merino, silk, alpaca, cotton or 
blends). Easy care (washable) fibers are appreciated. 
There is not a restriction on color. 

You might also want to sew a hat or headscarf if you have 
that talent. Sewists generally use quilt cotton or soft fabric 
for headscarves. Turbans and caps may be sewn using 
fleece.

Patterns 
Any pattern may be used. Use your creativity!

         If you would like to participate,  
         you can bring your finished  
         hats to our May meeting or  
         mail them directly to: 

         Operation Chemo Comfort 
         Attention: Kelsey Lexow 
         1323 S. 94th St. 
         West Allis, Wisconsin 53214

Hats Not Hate 2019
In 2018, Shira of Lion Brand Yarns began the Hats Not 
Hate progra to combat bullying. The campaign was 
launched in August, and by September 24 they had 
received over 2600 hats and were able to outfit two local 
schools for Octotber 1st World Day of Bullying prevention! 
Shira sent us this message about the 2019 campaign:

“I personally was bullied as young girl my whole 4th 
grade year, so much so that I transferred schools. The 
Campaign Hat Not Hate is not just another campaign, it 
is something very close to my heart. I hope that with this 
campaign I can give kids and adults the little blue hope 
they need to push through! I believe that if we knit and 
crochet together we really can bring awareness and one 
day, we can end bullying...

So now my goal for 2019, I want to collect 25,000 hats 
to send to different schools around the country and hit 
10,000 posts with the #hatnohate on Instagram. I know 
that you are always giving back to the community and I 
have enjoyed coming to your guild in years past. I hope 
you can help me put an end to bullying by making blue 
hats using any type of BLUE yarn, an average size and 
sending it to the address listed below. We will need  
all hats by August 1st 2019.  Any further questions can  
be answered on the hat not hate website at  
www.hatnothate.org. Help me bring an end to bullying.”

Charity News
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Reviews

Twenty five years after putting Ganseys on the map for many knitters, 
Beth Brown-Reinsel has come back with more pages, larger pages, 
a hard cover, more patterns and more design-it-yourself in her 
classic book, backed by more years of explaining to knitters how 
to work these lovely knit-and-purl patterned fisherman’s sweaters 
from England and, as you will find out, across the Channel in the 
Netherlands. She addresses both traditional and modern approaches 
for this tradition of clothing those you love in working garments.  

Notable in her approach is her learning sampler, to do the 
construction in a mini sweater and then translate the techniques to the 
real thing of a full-sized garment. I just missed the chance to do this 
in her WCKG class of many years ago, to my regret. The construction 
details include cast-ons, ribbings/welts, increasing for the design 
area, dividing the body to work the front and back flat, underarm 
gussets, shoulders, sleeves and the neck line. Pay attention to picking 
the right yarn to show off the stitches well, whether it be the traditional 
worsted-spun five ply or modern alternatives in sport, DK and worsted 
weights.  

This book will help every knitter along, and then proceed to either 
designing one’s own, or applying them in one of nine patterns for 
men and women, including a tunic/dress and a women’s cardigan. 
The original book had several child-sized patterns, so hang on to it if 
you knit for kids. Ganseys, in fact, work well for all ages and provide 
classic good looks that can be passed down to upcoming family 
members. Body chart sizes, in both inches and centimeters, are 
included in the book.  There are more extensive stitch collections and 
discussions of handling motifs which include cables.  

The emphasis here is very solid how-to, although there is a historical 
introduction on the English traditions, and a deep respect for 
traditional knitting. If you have any interest along these lines, this a 
book worth having, even if you have her original version, and it can be 
invaluable in interpreting the work of other authors. Maybe it will divert 
my attention back to that bag of Gansey wool I’ve been aging...

    – Cathy G

Just a few years after her first volume available in English 
in 2013, Stella Ruhe has come back with a sequel 
documenting traditional Dutch fishermen’s sweaters, 
based on even more historical photographs. It focuses 
on documentation of an additional 65 sweaters from 55 
villages (nicely mapped), with a summary of how to knit 
them.  

There is an extensive introduction of the history of the 
international fishing trade for herring and the Dutch role in 
it from about 1875-1950. In some areas not only was the 
seafaring gone, but the villages became cut off as the sea 
was filled in by reclaimed land. The international links are 
intriguing—especially the Dutch-Shetland herring link. And 
there is much on dirt, hard work and disaster, lest we get 
too romantic about times past.  

If you are interested in historical knitting, loving 
documentation of knitting, things Dutch, ganseys, or 
enjoyed volume one, seek this out. My copy turned up at 
the Michigan Fiber Festival last August.  

    – Cathy G

Knitting Ganseys: Revised and Updated 
Beth Brown-Reinsel 
Interweave, 2018 
$29.99

More Traditional Dutch Ganseys 
Stella Ruhe 
Search Press, 2017 
$29.95

Susan’s Eriskay Gansey  
by Beth Brown-Reinsel
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Shop News
Mia Bella 

1815 St. John’s Ave, Highland Park 
www.miabellayarn.com

Birthday Sale 
March 15 – 16, 10 am – 5 pm 

Mia Bella is excited to celebrate Sarah’s 9th annual Birthday 
Sale. There will be 20% off everything in the store, and 50% off 
clearance items.

Plus, Mia Bella’s new line of yarns, hand dyed by shop-owner 
Sarah Ocepek are now available in-store and on the website!

Firefly Fiber Arts Studio 
2052 West North Avenue 
www.fireflyfiberarts.com
Fandom Fibers Yarn Box 2019!

Firefly is contuing its parntership with Why Knot Fibers to bring 
you exclusive, fun and colorful yarn! They have picked out four 
exciting fandom themes for the 2019 Fandom Fibers Yarn Box:

Captain Marvel (March) 
Spirited Away (June) 
X-Files (September) 
Star Wars: Episode IX (December)

March 10 is the last day to order this gorgeous Captain Marvel-
inspired colorway. Visit www.fireflyfiberarts.com for more details.

New Yarn Shop: 
Llama Llama Ding Dong

12711 South Ridgeland Ave, Palos Heights 
www.l2d2yarn.com

The south suburbs are a yarn desert no more! Llama Llama Ding 
Dong is the new shop with the funny name. “L2D2” for short, 
this is a place where fiber arts enthusiasts of all skill levels can 
gather to learn from one another and from skilled instructors. 
L2D2 offers an exceptional variety of high-quality yarns and 
supplies for knitting and crochet alike. 

Shop Hours:

Monday – Friday 10:00 am – 9:00 pm 
Saturday – Sunday 9:00 am – 5:00 pm

Stitch Togethers:

Wednesday & Friday  6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Friday morning 10:30 am – 12:30 pm

Owners Yax and Roo promote spinning at their Wednesday 
Stitch Together, but anyone is welcome to attend. There is a mix 
of knitters, crocheters, and spinners.
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Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and social club. 
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote interest 
and skill in knitting, while encouraging high standards of quality 
workmanship.

The Windy City Knitting Guild meets the second Tuesday of 
each month, 6:45 to 8:45 pm, at:

Welles Park Clubroom 
2333 West Sunnyside Avenue, Chicago

WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not discriminate. All 
knitters, from beginners to designers and teachers, are welcome 
at our meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage you to 
attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if you like, join.

For questions about or issues with receiving the newsletter, 
please contact the Membership Chair.  

Annual membership costs $25 for the calendar year. This 
money helps us send 12 newsletters via email each year and 
pay for monthly programs. You will receive a 10% discount at 
participating yarn shops and discounted fees for our weekend 
workshops and classes. 

If you would like to join, make your check out to Windy City 
Knitting Guild for $25 and mail it to:

WCKG Treasurer 
4821 North Leavitt 
Chicago, Illinois 60625

Call (773) 769-2362 if you have questions. Membership fees 
are non-refundable. You also have the option of paying for 
membership through our website using PayPal.

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild newsletter are 
©2019. All rights reserved.

About Our Guild

President  
TBA

Vice President 
Tina S 
KnitterS@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer/Membership Chair 
Rosemary P 
1129rev@gmail.com

Secretary 
Mary E 
maryqazwsx@gmail.com 

Webmaster 
Laura O 
lolsavsky@gmail.com

Members-at-Large 
Marcie C  Ellie P  
Elisabeth M Kim R 
Julie S

Monthly Program Coordinator 
TBA

Weekend Workshop Coordinator 
TBA 

Newsletter Editor 
Rebekah A 
heyrebekah@yahoo.com

Email your newsletter submissions 
to wckgnewsletter@gmail.com.

2019 BOARD MEMBERS


