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January Meeting

Meet the New Board!

Tuesday, January 14, 2020

Welles Park Clubhouse

2333 West Sunnyside

6:45 - 8:45 pm

February Meeting

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Welles Park Clubhouse

2333 West Sunnyside

6:45 - 8:45 pm

Welcome to all our members - old and new. I hope you had a
grand holiday season and that this new year and decade will
be full of new energy, new pursuits, new adventures and new
friends.
 
As your new President, I would like to introduce myself. I am a
long-time resident of the Lincoln Square neighborhood and a
former member of the Guild. I recently retired after 22 years
with Jones Day (a law firm) and happened to look up the
WCKG to renew my membership. When to my surprise and
dismay I read about the Guild’s decision to disband, I
immediately contacted the Guild and offered my assistance;
never thinking that I would be your new President. Believe me
it’s an honor to take on this role and to help continue this fine
organization.
 
Knitting is my passion (my husband considers it an
obsession). You won’t find me far from my needles and yarn -
that’s a fact. 
 
Continued on next page...

a message for WCKG's new president:
Hey - It's 2020! It's a new decade and 
a renewal of the Windy City Knitting Guild!!



My mother taught me how to crochet when I was a girl, but knitting was an adventure I
undertook when I became pregnant with my son – 40+ years ago. I don’t consider myself a
master knitter, but I love everything from lacework shawls to colorwork sweaters to making
toys for my grand-nieces and nephews. I practically need a storage pod to store my stash!
 
Learning some new techniques like brioche and Fair Isle knitting is a goal, possibly even
spinning and weaving now that I have the time to pursue those fiber arts. The possibilities
are endless!
 
My other hope is that I can help rebuild our membership this year. I have so much respect
for the Guild, I feel it’s essential to get the word out there and let the Chicago-land area
knitters and other fiber artists know more about us and what we do. I hope I can count on
each of you to help me to spread the word, recruit new members and share the love. I see
so many young women knitting on the el on my daily commute – these are the young
women I would love to invite to our Guild. 
 
I’d love to hear your suggestions for getting new members. Please bring them to
our next meeting on January 14.
 
I know my job of President will be somewhat overwhelming at first, but I assure you that I will
endeavor to make this year a success, full of fun and new adventures. And I hope you will
join me in celebrating a new year, a new decade and new horizons for WCKG!
 
All the best, Anna Roeser

WCKG's New President:
"let's rebuild our membership"
continued from previous page:
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RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

December Meeting Recap. At our December
meeting, we were happy to announce that the guild
will be continuing in 2020! 
 
We celebrated the good news with plenty of holiday
treats and our annual gift exchange. Everyone was
very polite about not stealing gifts this year - only
one or two were stolen away. But everyone seemed
happy with their presents, which included lovely
skeins of yarn, pattern books, project bags, and
other fun fiber-related items.

 Anna R - President
Marcie C - Treasurer
Sharleen R - Webmaster
Karen H - Newsletter Editor
Tina S - Member at Large
Rebekah A - Member at Large
Laura O - Member at Large

Meet Our 2020 Board. Thank you to the
following board members for volunteering
to serve in 2020, so that the guild can
continue!
 

 

Commission Knitting Request. From time to
time, people contact the guild looking for help with
a custom project. This month we received an email
from David, who is looking to commission a custom
knitting blanket. 
 
If you can help, email wckgnewsletter@gmail.com
and we will put you in touch with him.

And now a note from your new editor:
Rebekah did a great job of giving me an over view
of my new job, but I hope you will forgive any errors
or mistakes as I learn all the ins & outs!
 

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html


Vanishing Fleece   Clara Parkes   Abrams Press, 2019   $23.00
 
Clara Parkes is a noted observer and reviewer of yarns for hand
knitting and is known for a good sense of humor.  She started a
special project to learn more about commercial yarn processing in
the United States, with her personal experiences in getting a bale of
yarn, about the size of a bathtub, made into a variety of yarns.  The
wool originated from a fine flock of Saxon Merino sheep from New
York State.  Clara used various production facilities in the US and
visited her work in progress. 
 
 Many strands of the story get spun together—the limited number
of remaining businesses in the US who can process commercial
quantities of wool, and the devotion and precariousness that go
along with doing this.  Shipping wool is a big issue because facilities
are all over the country, and different mills do different parts of the
processes.  Some machinery set-ups can handle certain kinds of
wool but not others.  And there are lots of stories about the people
who make this happen.  Some facilities survive commercially on
distinctive products—yarn for the core of baseballs, for example, or
by the enthusiasm of knitters.  Then there is the matter of keeping
ancient machinery running, if it escaped being sold oversees to new
textile centers, or processed as scrap metal.  
 
My own experience with domestic textile production came when I
was a camp counselor in the early 1970’s.  The teen campers and I
toured the Vermont Native Industries mill in Bridgewater, Vermont,
and encountered loud old machinery and floating fiber in the air
that felt like something out of a Dickens novel, but wool fabric was
being produced before our eyes.  I treasure the blanket that I
bought later, and still have.  Getting back to Vermont a few years
later, the mill was gone and the building transformed into a lunch
and shopping complex, called something like the “Woolen
Mill.” Clara Parkes helps us understand the complexities of all of this
and the rate of change in an interconnected, international trade
environment.  So there is much to learn, appreciate and think
about.  The carnivores among us should also buy American lamb, to
support flocks.
 
Cathy Garraittle 

REVIEWS

Hey WCKG Members:

Have you read a

great book lately

about knitting ,

crocheting ,

techniques , history or

any other fiber

related subjects? Or

maybe you've read a

novel with a bit of

knitting lore inserted

into the plot?

Consider submitting a

review to our

newletter! Just let

me know when we

see each other at the

WCKG meeting or

send your submission

to:

 

VANISHING FLEECE by Clara Parkes

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com



(Please note that your new editor hasn't figured out how to add
links so you'll have to do a Ravelry search by designer and
pattern name for the following patterns. KH)
 
Sam L made one each of Lady Sunshine and Miss Sophie gloves
out of Molly Girl sock yarn. She made one over a year ago and
recently made the left one in 3 days. They are both by the same
designer, Julia Mueller: "Lady Sunshine" and "Miss Sophie."  Sam
also showed off several pairs of socks!
 
Sun made the "Must Have Cardigan" by Patons in a pretty
neutral gold color worsted spun wool.

SHOW  &  SHARE
At the December meeting we got to see quite a few lovely designs:

 
Karen H made a pretty
striped pullover with a
pattern she won in a
WCKG sock making
contest called "Breathing
Space" by Veera Valimaki,
with yarn she won at a
WCKG raffle. It has a little
flair under the yoke and
slant at the bottom. She
made it a little longer
than the pattern called
for in order to use up all
the yarn.
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NEXT

ISSUE

 
Carol B. made a test knit called "Lamaline" by Jennifer Beale out of Cumbria fingering yarn. It is knit
by making the left and right halves separately and joined in the back with a 3 needle bind off. The
seed stitch edging has a facing all around.  She modified the sleeve to make regular sleeves instead
of open, roll up sleeves with a strap. The pattern was released the next day.
 

Anna R made the cute Gerry Giraffe for a grandniece.  She
is known as “the auntie who make my animals.”  She used
Debbie Bliss DK yarn. Find it at the following website:
https://www.lovecrafts.com/en-us/p/noahs-ark-giraffes-in-
sirdar-cotton-dk

SHOW  &  SHARE ,  CONTINUED :

Marcie made the "Birch Bark Cap" out of bulky wool and it
covers your forehead so it keeps you warm in the winter
and not too tight so it won’t grab your earrings. The
designer is Kelly McClure.
Marcie also made some fingerless gloves with little fuzzies
from a pattern she got in Galena out of superwash merino
wool.



ABOUT  OUR  GUILD

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.
 
The Windy City Knitting Guild meets the second
Tuesday of each month, 6:45 to 8:45 pm, at: 
 
Welles Park Clubroom
2333 West Sunnyside Avenue, Chicago
 
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor.  

Annual membership costs $25 for the calendar year.
This money helps us send 12 newsletters via email each
year and pay for monthly programs. You will receive a
10% discount at participating yarn shops and
discounted fees for our weekend workshops and
classes. If you would like to join, make your check out
to Windy City Knitting Guild for $25 and mail it to:
 
Marcie Claus, WCKG Treasurer 
8546 Laramie 
Skokie, Illinois 60625
 
Call (773) 769-2362 if you have questions.
Membership fees are non-refundable. You also have
the option of paying for membership through our
website using PayPal. 
 
The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

2020 WCKG BOARD
President

Anna Roeser

 

Treasurer

Marcie Claus

 

Newsletter Editor

Karen Hoyer

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sharleen Rucker

 

Members-at-Large

Rebekah Alm

Laura Olsavsky

Tina Stevens

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

