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Please join us for our next Knit & Chat zoom
session on August 10th at 7:00pm CDT. As
of this mailing, our meetings will remain
virtual.

At our last meeting we had an informal
discussion about different groups that are
meeting in the Chicago area and the pros &
cons of in-person and virtual get togethers.
On the next page you'll find more
information -- thanks to member Laura O.
for finding our previous list. And remember
that EVERYTHING IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE!



GUILD  NEWS

There are many groups listed on Ravelry. 
First click the tab for GROUPS. 
Then scroll down the page to "need help finding groups?" and use the "browse by location."
If you click "only local stich n' b---h groups" that will connect you to groups that are
meeting in-person. 

More Info on Guilds & Groups

Chicago Public Library Knitting Groups - first go to their website chipublib.org -- 
in the search bar change it from "catalog" to "events" and type in "knitting"! 
Only one library branch lists an in-person group: 
Edgewater Knitting Class, 6:30-7:45pm. Thursdays.

Here are several groups that are on zoom but used to be in-person... so stay tuned!
Edgebrook Knit Together 6-7pm Mondays
Oriole Park Stitch Night 6-7pm Wednesdays
Logan Square Thursday Knitting Circle 6-8pm
Legler Regional Knitting for Beginners 6-7pm Wednesdays
and then there's a Knit and Crochet Circle only on zoom 2nd & 3rd Mondays

Ravelry Resources

Here are some LYS that list Knit/Crochet/Maker Meet Ups:

Firefly Fiber Arts Summer Maker Picnics!  Every Friday, 6pm - 8pm at Wicker Park.
BYOP (Bring Your Own Picnic) and don’t forget your projects! These outings are
dependent on the weather, so make sure to check our instagram/facebook for
cancellations.
Close Knit in Evanston lists "our first in-person Knit Nite at the store" - Wednesday 7/28,
5:30-6:30PM so stay tuned!
Nina Chicago has "Stitching in the Park" Thursdays at 6pm in Eckhart Park across from
the shop.
Wool & Company has several events listed under their "classes" tab and all the events
are free. 

Some Guilds Nearby:
Fox Valley Knitter's Guild meets on the second Wednesday of the month at 6:30pm
Hyde Park Knitting Guild meets on the third Sunday from 2-4pm. It looks like their
Facebook Group is more up to date than the website.

https://www.ravelry.com/groups
https://www.chipublib.org/
https://www.fireflyfiberarts.com/
http://closeknitevanston.com/
https://www.ninachicago.com/classes-events/events/stitching-in-the-park/
https://www.woolandcompany.com/#UpcomingEvents
https://fvkg.com/
https://hpkg.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/HydeParkKnittingGuild/


KNITT ING  NEWS

There are all sorts of ways to 
participate but this announcement
 really caught my eye: 

"We are raffling off over 35 baskets this year!" 
Get the details at the Yarn Crawl Website How to Participate Page.

 

Yarn
Crawl?

 

Are you going to

Remember: this is all about supporting all our LYS!
Established in 2009, the Chicago Yarn Crawl is an annual celebration of

Chicagoland's Local Yarn Shops. This crawl is a great way to experience the
vibrant fiber arts community that lives in Chicagoland. 

 
REMEMBER: it's the Chicago Yarn Crawl but you don't have to live here to take part!

Participating stores: 
Firefly Fiber Arts Studio, Nina Chicago, Knit 1, Sister Arts, Yarnify!, 

Close Knit, Three Bags Full, Dye Hard Yarns, Idea Studio, Yarns Untold,
Llama Llama Ding Dong, TLD Design Center (both locations), Yarn Hallow,

Yarns to Dye For, Elgin Knit Works, String Theory, Wool and Company.

for info go to www.chicagoyarncrawl.com/
 

https://www.chicagoyarncrawl.com/how-to-participate
https://www.chicagoyarncrawl.com/


Natalie Warner is a talented teacher, designer and writer. She writes a
series called Knitwear Design 101 and the blog entry that caught my
eye was "Tessellations and surface pattern design" -- are you intrigued?
She's really quite brilliant and an excellent writer. If you are interested in
creating your own designs you will find inspiration here! At the very least,
you'll get an inkling of how designers "do what they do." And the next
time you weigh the cost of purchasing a pattern, you'll realize the time
and talent (and math and imagination) is worth it!

KNITT ING  NEWS

Fascinating Reading: Natalie Warner's Blog

 

Natalie Warner modeling her Parquet Cowl, it "features half-drop repeats
AND a square tessellation. Drop repeats are formed by quadrangles, and
in this case the drop repeat features square shapes. Diamond and ogee
tessellations can also accommodate drop repeats." 
Yes! Yes! you really do need to read her blog posts -- they are amazing!

https://natalieinstitches.com/2021/07/07/knitwear-design-101-tessellations-and-surface-pattern/
https://natalieinstitches.com/2021/07/07/knitwear-design-101-tessellations-and-surface-pattern/


BOOK  REVIEW :  

 
Mary Jane Mucklestone
Laine Publishing, 2020 $42.95

An American designer has produced a lovely book about Fair Isle, the most remote inhabited island in the United Kingdom, at
the south end of the Shetland Islands. It is known to many as a style of stranded color knitting, and now we can see it as a real
place, a living community. The book includes two short essays by Shetland knitters, who grew up during times of change and
who came to appreciate knitting and local knitwear as adults. There are lots of inviting photographs of scenery and wooly
knitting.

The eight patterns are very appealing, and may be more approachable for knitters than some collections of elaborate
projects. All are worked in Shetland wool, most in the traditional jumper (fingering) weight. You will find an attractive pullover
in 9 sizes, plain, with a V-neck and a single band of colorwork toward the bottom. A vest in 13 sizes features all-over diamond
bands and is knit in DK weight Shetland wool, making it faster going and warmer than most Shetland pieces. Mosaic Yarn
studios can help us locals with the DK Shetland yarn, which is not easy to come by in the U.S. A patterned yoke sweater, plain
with stranded yoke, comes in 9 sizes. Smaller pieces are all attractive, including a tam and a hat in two color work in a heavier
wool. A cowl uses a color scheme from the earlier period of Fair Isle knitting. The part-fingered gloves are lively and the wrist
warmers are perfect for color exploration, especially if you have a Shetland jumper-weight stash. There is a helpful section on
steeking and alternatives. (One of the ways I have made peace to cutting knitting open is to always have a solid piece of
cardboard under my scissors, to protect the lower level of knitting from accidental nicks.)

A highlight of the book are the practical tips for visiting Fair Isle, when that becomes possible ahead. Plan ahead and book
early—even more birders than knitters visit this small place. Travel conditions and the variability of weather in sea or air travel
remind me of going to Isle Royal National Park in Lake Superior. The one store on the island carries yarn, as well as groceries.  

This book is very personal, nicely put together, and full of enthusiasm for knitting, travel and people. Locate it through the
sources for Laine magazine, see below.

Cathy G.

Fair Isle Weekend



2021, $40.00 (approx.)

The Second Volume of the Shetland Wool
Adventures Journal continues to be solid and
satisfying for knitters and armchair travelers. At a
time when a drive to Milwaukee has been exciting
for me, this helps to satisfy yearnings to visit
Shetland, the Scottish islands up in the Atlantic and
opposite Norway. This may not be the time for big
trips for many of us, let alone the logistics of
international travels to islands endeavoring to
maintain their public health. But this is a lovely way
to visit, dream, learn about knitting, and perhaps
to make future plans. Importantly, this publication
helps to support local businesses who have been
cut off from visitors.

It has six strong patterns for knitting three
vests/sleeveless slipovers, one pullover sweater in
fifteen sizes and two pairs of mitts. Some have
stranded colorwork throughout while others have
highlights of colorwork, texture and/or lace. Wilma
Malcolmson’s slipover matches her Nighthawk Hat
in Vol. 1 and Ella Gordon’s mitts match her Hesti
Hat in Vol. 1.  

Articles cover Shetland lace knitting, knitting belts,
a profile of Scottish knitter Kate Davies, Shetland
tweed fabric, tales of painters, potters, and a nurse
on Fair Isle, stories from the early human
habitation of Shetland, book reviews, walking tours
and cliff-side scenery, lots of modern and historical
photos and recipes (in British) for hearty fare and
desert. All in all, 160+ pages of good reading, very
enjoyable. 

Order directly from Shetland Wool Adventures,
or from 60 North Publishing.  You can also find it
from Schoolhouse Press and The Woolly Thistle. 
 Volume 1, previously reviewed here, is also
available from the same sources. 

Cathy G.

BOOK  REVIEW :  

Shetland Wool Adventures Journal Volume 2

http://www.shetlandwooladventures.com/
https://www.60northpublishing.com/


from Lainemagazine.com
No. 11, Summer 2021, $30.50

Fortunately for us, this Finnish magazine is also published in English, in a handsome and substantial
oversized format. It has been available for several years, but I finally got around to looking at it in
Issue No. 11. It features ten knits for women from noted worldwide designers, including Gudrun
Johnston and Stephen West. This issue has seven sweaters plus two wraps and a pair of fancy socks.
It includes a number of articles. You will learn about Diane Ivy of Lady Dye Yarns, who spent her pre-
high school years growing up in Highland Park, IL. You can also find out about the Yarningham fiber
event in the U.K. And go on to an exploration of how knitting helps our brains. There are short book
reviews. If you want to take a break from knitting, chill out with a wine cooler and fancy olives, a
summery summer squash salad, or get (really) involved with making herb-laminated fresh pasta.

Each sweater gets a good introduction but unfortunately the photography is a bit dark. There is a
helpful spread on abbreviations and techniques used, but without illustrations. Each pattern appears
to be well written and has a helpful sketch of its structure, like a good sewing pattern. The charts are
printed larger than usual—hooray—but the typeface is on the small side. Sweaters are written for 8-
12 sizes, and the socks in 2 sizes. The patterns are clear on the recommended ease allowances. The
models reflect that not all sweater wearers wear the smallest size of the range. Many of the sweaters
are fairly simply knit, which will show off a really nice yarn.  

A number of Local Yarn Shops carry Laine publications, so you can see if an issue suits you before
investing in it. Try Mosaic, Nina, Knit One and Three Bags Full, or check out the Laine’s web site for
its lists of stockists.  Laine has also issues knitting books, see above, including promising publications
of patterns in a “52 Weeks of. . . “ series, so far including Shawls and Socks. A U.S. mail order source is
The Woolly Thistle. 

Cathy G.

MAGAZINES  IN  THE  NEWS :  

https://lainemagazine.com/


Knit for Democracy Update
Our friends at Yarnify! sent some photos of the Illinois State Capitol
Sculpture-in-Progress...                      ...exhibit details to come soon!

By the way, if you were on our zoom link with Eve Jacobs-Carnahan
you are probably receiving her email updates which are excellent
and educational. If you'd like to be on her email list, please go to
Knit Democracy Together Resources and sign up at the bottom
of the page.

Of Local Interest....

Wisconsin Sheep &
Wool Festival
September 10-12, 2021

Are you ready for an in-person fiber festival?
Classes, shopping and lots of woolly animals!
Get all the details here:

Wisconsin Sheep & Wool Festival 

https://knitdemocracy.org/resources/
https://wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com/


POETRY  CORNER

The Shrinking Song
Woollen socks, woollen socks!
Full of colour, full of clocks!
Plain and fancy, yellow, blue,
From the counter beam at you.
O golden fleece, O magic flocks!
O irresistible woollen socks!
O happy haberdasher’s clerk
Amid that galaxy to work!
And now it festers, now it rankles
Not to have them round your ankles;
Now with your conscience do you spar;
They look expensive, and they are;
Now conscience whispers, You ought not to,
And human nature roars, You’ve got to!
Woollen socks, woollen socks!
First you buy them in a box.
You buy them several sizes large,
Fit for Hercules, or a barge.
You buy them thus because you think
These lovely woollen socks may shrink.
At home you don your socks with ease,
You find the heels contain your knees;
You realise with saddened heart
Their toes and yours are far apart.
You take them off and mutter Bosh,
You up and send them to the wash.
Too soon, too soon the socks return,
Too soon the horrid truth you learn;
Your woollen socks can not be worn
Unless a midget child is born;
And either sockless you must go,
Or buy a sock for every toe,
Woollen socks, woollen socks!
Infuriating paradox!
Hosiery wonderful and terrible,
Heaven to wear, and yet unwearable.
The man enmeshed in such a quandary
Can only hie him to the laundry,
And while his socks are hung to dry,
Wear them once as they’re shrinking by.

From Ogden Nash’s Selected Poems (1945)

Thank you to Kate Davies of
KDD & Co. for sharing this
wonderfully silly poem by

Ogden Nash as a part of her
on-going series about SOCKS,

STOCKINGS and BLUE
STOCKINGS. It's something

we've all experienced: 
 
 

?!@*!%!?!#
It SHRANK 

in the WASH!!

PS. Here's Kate on Clocks & Socks

https://kddandco.com/about-kdd/
https://kddandco.com/2021/06/30/sock-of-the-week-no-6-socks-and-clocks/


Lisa M. created a stack of warm hats for WoolAid using this
Baby Hat Pattern from knitted-patterns.com. She also
knitted this lovely wool scarf for WoolAid.

SHOW  AND  SHARE

Marie S. knitted up a lovely shawl called
Oceanspray by Galia Leal with merino from
Cherry Tree Hill. The second shawl is called Iceblue
by Antje Kerry. She wrote "I got the pattern at a
fiber festival, and it doesn’t appear to be on
Ravelry. The yarn is a combination of Sugar Rush
which is sugar cane viscose and Queensland
Caracara which is acrylic, nylon and mohair.

Marie S. also sent this one: "A baby sweater
knitted just to use some acrylic during pandemic
and trying not to buy yarn. It’s one of my go-to's
for which I lost the pattern years ago. I wrote it
out the best I could remember." Sweet!

https://knitted-patterns.com/knitting-for-children/knitting-for-girls/4335-baby-hat-knitting-pattern-free
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/oceanspray


From Carol B: "This is Signal Hill by
knitjbeale done in the Fibre Co Cumbria
fingering. I love the kimono style
sleeves. It was a joy to knit."

SHOW  AND  SHARE

From Kim R: "I recently finished a cardigan. Pattern: #3
Open Cardigan by Audrey Drysdale. From Noro Knitting
Magazine #15, Fall/Winter 2019. Yarn: Noro Bachi and Noro
Kanzashi. Pattern is designed for two colorways of Bachi, I
used only one so that the sweater is neutral and easier for
the recipient to wear with many items."

From Karen H: "I'm using the yarn y'all donated -
one sweater done and two more in the works.
The pattern is Everyday Pullover Sweater by
Raya Budrevich and I'm playing around with
where the slipped stitches are placed and where
the stripes end."

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/everyday-pullover-sweater


SHOP  NEWS

We are looking for a new owner or owners.
 

As I'm sure you know, Lucie (aka The Ideal Yarn
Shop Owner) lives in New Hampshire now and it
turns out that being in charge of a business 1,000
miles away is not the ideal situation. Christine is
doing her best to keep things going, but this is a
temporary solution. In order for the shop to
survive we need someone with the necessary
resources (most important), energy (quite
important) and expertise (don't worry, this part
comes with experience and you'll get plenty of
experience!) If this sounds like you, please reach
out to Lucie at closeknitevanston@gmail.com

Have you always wanted to own a yarn shop?

Yarnbombing the 606
On July 31st several intrepid yarnbombers, some experienced and some mere
newbies will gather early in the morning to bedeck the Humboldt Park Overlook on
the Bloomingdale Trail commonly know as the 606.  The project, spearheaded by
Valerie Sherman, The South Loop Yarnbomber, and Mary Morgan Ryan of Oak Park, 
 was recently featured in Block Club Chicago. The goal is to cover all the fence
panels and bike racks on the 606's bridge over Humboldt Avenue. Read more about
the project at the Yarningdale Site. The project will be up through October.

PS. I'm one of the
newbies - I'll report back
on the experience in the
next issue! Karen H.

mailto:closeknitevanston@gmail.com?subject=NEW%20OWNER%20SEARCH
https://blockclubchicago.org/2021/06/16/yarn-bombers-adding-vibrancy-to-the-606-trail-making-the-world-a-little-more-whimsical-in-a-tough-time/
https://sites.google.com/view/yarningdale/about?authuser=0


SHOP  NEWS

Vogue Knitting's Winter
2021/22 issue will feature an

interview with former first
lady Michelle Obama on her

recent interest in
 knitting. Here's a cute
 sneak peak of 14 year

 old Shayna Rose
 interviewing her. 

Vogue Knitting on
YouTube

Knitting the Olympics?
S W I M M E R  T O M  D A L E Y

This was in my email in-box from my non-
knitting sister who sends me these things...
a post about Tom Daley who knitted special
baggies for his medals!!!  Text translation:
"Tom Daley, who won the men's synchro
high diving, made his own medal case using
his hobby knitting skills so as not to
damage the gold medal. High quality!"

LoveCrafts featured a story with
links to his instagram and video
interviews -- find it HERE.

"that just shows how much of a true maker he is, he won an Olympic Gold Medal and he’s knitting a little cozy for it the next day!” 
                                                                                                                                                            Merion, Editor & Co-host of The LoveCrafts Show

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JAiXHG7O4_U&t=2s
https://www.lovecrafts.com/en-us/c/inspiration
https://www.lovecrafts.com/en-us/c/article/how-knitting-and-crochet-kept-tom-daley-sane


We are concentrating our efforts on four of our charity knitting projects. Specific details
about the charities are on the WCKG Website including links to all of their websites. 
Here is the basic info on "The Four Charities" plus who to contact for item drop offs and
deadlines. Check our website for updates.

The Night Ministry: knitted items for adults and children, no fiber restrictions, on-
going pick ups throughout the year. To arrange a drop off please contact: Anna R at
amroeser0598@att.net

Wool-Aid: knitted items for children, must be 100% wool. Arrange for a drop off for
future mailings.  Contact: Karen H. at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com 
And now, a request: Do you have wool in your stash? donations are welcome. 
"I've been making striped sweaters out of donated bits & bobs, 100% wool only! 
I'd love your leftovers! Help me make more sweaters for children!"

Seaman's Institute: hats and scarves for men,  dark colors, wool and wool blends. To
arrange drop off please contact: Tina S. at knitters@sbcglobal.net and please put
"Christmas at Sea" in the subject line of your email.

The Snuggles Project: blankets for cats and dogs at Chicago animal shelters, washable
yarn preferred.  More details about how to drop off items at animal shelters in your area
is available on the WCKG website.

 Charity Projects InfoWCKG

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/charity-knitting.html


At our March meeting, Anna R. reminded everyone that we need to begin now to think about filling
WCKG Board leadership roles. The idea of Co-Presidents was suggested by many and Ann has supplied
the following thoughts about the job.

"I’ve been honored to serve. The position requires a lot in diplomacy, patience and good humor along
with the ability to get a long with every one. Two people sharing the responsibilities is a great idea!"

"Generally, the President presides over the monthly meetings of the Guild:
    - introducing new members
    - introducing new topics for discussion
    - opening the floor for discussion, show & share, new projects or charity requests

In addition, I’ve been responsible for contacting guest speakers, LYSs, charity groups - handling
correspondence and coordinating the donations, setting up events and handling the research for the
events."

This past year both member meetings and board meetings have had to switch virtual meetings on
zoom and Anna commented: "Coordinating and conducting the Board meetings during the pandemic
has been difficult this past year.  It's important to get all the members of the Board involved with the
monthly activities. Without in-person meetings, corresponding and coordinating by email with Board
members regarding finances, websites, and upcoming events becomes challenging but do-able."

"My first goal was to increase our membership and to promote a more open exchange among the
members. It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome. When  issuing membership cards to
new members, I wrote personal notes to each new member welcoming them to the Guild and mailed
them their cards - a duty I took pleasure in."

"My second goal was to increase participation towards our charitable donations. I feel that the Guild
can and should provide more in charity work. We are not just a knitting group - I feel it should be more."

PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING ON A LEADERSHIP ROLE -- CONTACT ANNA OR ANY BOARD MEMBER

GUILD  NEWS  

F I LL ING  LEADERSHIP  ROLES

We are reaching out to members new and old to find innovative leaders and creative people

with ideas. With your help our guild can continue to grow as a gathering place for knitters

and crocheters who want to learn and grow as crafters. Our guild can be a reliable source

for hand made charity donations. We can continue our outreach via zoom events while

maintaining a strong presence in our home town of Chicago.

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN 2021

JOIN THE WCKG BOARD!

"It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome."

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/membership-sign-up.html


We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

Please check our website for any changes in date
or time. You can also find updates on Ravelry and
Facebook. We will notify you by email when
meetings will resume.

Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.

The Windy City Knitting Guild has monthly meetings
via ZOOM usually on the second or third Tuesday of
the month beginning at 7:00pm. Members receive
an email link with info on when and how to join the 
on-line meeting.

In person meetings are suspended until group
gatherings are approved by state and city
government and the park district buildings open up
to groups.

WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com  

Annual membership for 2021 is FREE but you must sign
up via the website's link:

CLICK HERE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP SIGN UP

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

ABOUT  OUR  GUILD

2021 WCKG BOARD
President

Anna Roeser

 

Treasurer

Marcie Claus

 

Newsletter Editor

Karen Hoyer

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sharleen Rucker

Members-at-Large

Rebekah Alm

Laura Olsavsky

Tina Stevens

The Last Word

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/windy-city-knitting-guild?s=tab
https://www.facebook.com/Windy-City-Knitting-Guild-182841875126986
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/membership-sign-up.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

