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UPCOMING:
June 8th, 7pmCDT
a zoom link will be
emailed to members
prior to the meeting

ITTING and

earning

A message from the WCKG Newsletter Editor:
In my ongoing effort to educate myself and open up my mind to
what is going on around me, I came across the phrase
"The Gap." We all know having gaps in our knitting makes for an
ugly sweater -- blogger/KnitStars teacher Gaye Glasspie offers us
a more timely definition: "A gap... is a break or hole in an
object or between two objects, or an unfilled space or
interval; a break in continuity," she writes: "I define “The Gap”
as the space where inequality lives and breathes. “The Gap” is the
residence of racism, it is the great divide and I am asking all non
Black people to stand in it."
Click here for the full post: Stand in the Gap: A Call to Action.
But don't stop there -- read her other GGMadeIt Blog posts!
She's funny and self deprecating and super encouraging as a
teacher.
And just to remind those of you who can show your support with
your pocketbook -- to support diversity in our craft, a good place
to start is the website BIPOC in Fiber.
Karen H.

GUILD NEWS

Our monthly meeting was held on May 4th in
conjunction with the Knit Democracy Together
Knitting Circle. Members knitted away as Eve
Jacobs-Carnahan helped us learn more about the
election process in the United States. Eve’s goal is
to raise the level of conversation about our
electoral process, restore confidence in the system,
and reduce the spread of misinformation.

What's next with the Project?
The folks at Yarnify! followed up the presentation
with details of the event and plans for the future:
"Attendees were encouraged to knit or crochet 4” x 6”
blocks to be assembled into a soft sculpture of the
Illinois State Capitol Building, and to drop them off
or send them to us at yarnify! The blocks started
coming in the very next day, and as you can see in the
photo, we’ve received a lovely knitted hat that will
make an impressive dome for the sculpture. If you
haven’t sent us any blocks so far, there’s still time for
you to be a part of this historic endeavor!
Deliver your completed building blocks by
June 15, 2021 to:
yarnify!
633 S Plymouth Ct, Suite 1
Chicago, IL 60605
For pattern instructions, please see
www.knitdemocracy.org/chicago."
"You even have more reasons to participate, because we are
delighted to announce that the Harold Washington Library, the
main branch of the Chicago Public Library, has graciously agreed
to display the finished sculpture! We are still working out details
for an unveiling celebration, but the History Department is
enthusiastic about the project and already thinking of
appropriate books and displays to complement the sculpture."

Eve posted this on the KDT website:
"Thanks for coming!
We had a great discussion!"

"The initiative doesn’t stop there. Whether or not you attended
the May 4th presentation, you are invited to be part of a
continuing dialogue about the electoral process and what each
of us can do to knit our democracy together! As voters, election
workers, volunteers, advocates, or even holders of public office,
we have the freedom and the responsibility to be knowledgeable
and thoughtful participants in what some of our founders called
the “Great Experiment”, a government of the people, by the
people, and for the people."

https://knitdemocracy.org

Charity
WCKG'S ON-GOING COMMITMENT
WCKG Member Abagail N. writes: "This is my 55th class
reunion year at Carleton College -- virtual this year. We
were asked to submit something to an online art gallery.
We were asked to define "art" broadly. I submitted a
picture of about 12 cap & cowl sets I just mailed off. This
is what I wrote:

"My art is choosing the colors for the watch cap
and cowl sets I’ve knitted over the last 25 years
for merchant mariners. Christmas at Sea began in
1898 during the Spanish American War. It is
small part of the many services the Seamen’s
Abigail's knitted hats and cowls.
Church Institute (SCI) provides mariners at
international ports, on the Great Lakes, and on the Mississippi River. Founded in
1834, SCI provides seafarers centers, medical and dental clinics, telemedicine via
radio, skillset classes, advanced simulator training, admiralty lawyers focused on
protecting seafarer rights, mental and occupational health studies, as well as
chaplains. When I’ve asked, I’ve found that cruise ship staff know about SCI. I
recently moved to Chicago from "back east" and I hope to go to Paducah
December 9 to learn more about SCI on the Mississippi River”

Summer Box for
WoolAid

Thanks to CloseKnit in
Evanston for the cartoon!

We normally pack up and mail
charity boxes in late November
because of the emphasis on
holiday gift drives but really the
need is year round. We have an
almost full box to send off to
WoolAid and if you're in the
Chicago area and have items to
drop off, please contact me. I'd like
to send it off in late June or early
July. See our charity page at the
end of the newsletter for details.
Karen H.

KNITTING NEWS:
EARBUD KNITTING
Would you like to learn about Elizabeth
Zimmerman as you knit? Longtime WCKG
member Laura O. discovered a great series of
interviews on the podcast Yarns at Yin Hoo.

And why not knit a little pouch for
your earbuds: here's a Pouch
Pattern from the Hugs for Your
Head blog by Mary Keenan

"I stumbled upon a podcast that is featuring an
eight part interview with a woman who did her
PhD on Elizabeth Zimmermann. It's fascinating,"
she writes. "A lot I didn't know. The EZ series
starts with Episode 267 (page 2 on the website)
and continues every other episode for a total of
8 episodes."
Several years ago I wrote about various knitting
related podcasts so this seemed like a good
time to explore and discover new ones and get
your recommendations for some favorites.
To start, here's my newest favorite: "Phoebe
Reads a Mystery" -- each episode is a chapter
in a mystery novel, read to you by Phoebe Judge.
Karen H.
Kim R. listens to the KnitPicks Podcast (wow!
what a lot of episodes to choose from...) and
heard a great "behind the scenes" interview
about Yarn Substitution Website which she
says is quite helpful for those of us knitting
from our stash.
Anna R sent us suggestions for "watch & knit"
night -- have you seen these?
Find these on Netflix: Bridgerton, Queen's
Gambit, Halston and Pose and look for this one
on Hulu: Nashville. (I've seen the first two and
added the rest to my queue!)

Vogue Knitting Live sent an
newsletter which jumped in with
recommendations on a movie and
a book that FEATURE knitting.
First up, "Haider" an Indian film
based on Shakespeare's Hamlet:
"Early in the film we see the
Ophelia character (renamed Arshia)
knitting a red scarf for Haider
(Hamlet), and she frogs it in her
madness, which every knitter can
relate to." Find the film on Netflix.
And for a book about knitting: "Mrs.
Palfrey at the Claremont" by
Elizabeth Taylor. "The book is by
turns hilarious, devastating,
delightful, and heartbreaking. There
is an audiobook version if you want
to knit right along with Laura, and a
film was made in 2005 with the
great Joan Plowright."

EARBUD KNITTING,

Continued

From Jenny M: "I’ve been listening to some really interesting podcasts. The Line is a 6part series about the Navy Seal who was charged with war crimes in 2018. Somebody,
hosted by Shapearl Wells of Chicago, investigates the shooting and death of her son,
Courtney Copeland. A lighter podcast is Humans Growing Stuff.

The Chicago Tribune recently featured "Real Men Knit" a new book series
by Kwana Jackson -- not your typical rom-com since it features a multiethnic set of brothers setting out to save their late mother's Harlem knit
shop but it's a steamy little beach read with just a bit of knitting
Modern Daily Knitting Blog (MDK) has a feature called "Knit to This" with some great
listening recommendations. Recently they mentioned Terry Gross's "Fresh Air"
podcast but in particular, an interview with Henry Louis Gates, Jr. They also sent
me over to watch Dame Judy Dench "My Passion for Trees" on youtube - wow!
Linda Cortright of Wild Fibers Magazine, who gave an excellent lecture for
WCKG members back in February was recently doing some research on
John Teal, "founder of the musk ox project in Palmer, Alaska, and in my
view, an unsung champion of the fiber industry and advocate for
indigenous women." She was re-reading the Oct. 4, 1958 issue of the New
Yorker and began musing about specific fiber mentions in 50's era
advertising. "In case you didn't see this..."
Linda was also featured recently on
The Long Thread Podcast which features
interviews about all things fiber.

BOOK REVIEW:
Cable Knits from Nordic Lands by Ivar Asplund
Trafalgar Square, 2019 $24.95
An active publisher of knitting books, Trafalgar
Square, is bringing a number of current Scandinavian
titles to the North American audience, translated by
knitter Carol Rhoades. Swedish knitter, Ivar Asplund,
loves cables and brings us more than 20 patterns in
this collection. Of course there are worthwhile
sweaters—pullovers and cardigans—and a vest, for
adults and sometimes for larger children. Some have
a modern feel to them, such as the cover’s Wrought
Iron Cardigan. Others have the fun of multiple cable
styles. But his accessories should not be overlooked
—several wrist warmers, a reversible cabled scarf, a
cable-sampler cowl, the Squiggles Hat for adults and
children where the cable lines undulate but do not
cross, and an outstanding cowl/shoulder warmer
Reversible Faux Turtle. The Triple Triangles shawl
uses cables to connect the sections and will be warm
and wearable in worsted-weight yarn with good body
coverage. A kid’s poncho, in 2 sizes, is perfect for a
child where you don’t know the exact size and she is
growing fast. . .
The project are intended for intermediate to
experienced knitters. Many would work well for men.
The author shares throughout the book with some
good tips for knitting and caring for his styles—“Only
let someone you really trust wash your hand knit
garments.” Knitting techniques are illustrated with
photographs. A bonus is a dictionary of the cable
stitches, to understand, manipulate and design
better with them. Some of his yarns come from a
nearby spinnery (mini tour included) and he
encourages other knitters to try to hunt out the
same. The yarn in each pattern is identified by its
Yarn Craft Council weight category (2, 3, 4, etc.) to
help with substitution.
Don’t miss the picture on p. 138 of the author
making his magic from a ball of wool in his barn
jacket pocket. This is a fine book of patterns for the
confident knitter, and for finding styles that can also
work for men or for children, as well as women.
Cathy G.

BOOK REVIEW:
Knit a Little

Marie Greene
Library House Press, 2021 $24.99
(also available spiral bound $29.99)

Accomplished mom and designer Marie Green
brings us 12 seamless children’s sweaters, each
in 7 sizes (from fresh-hatched to a hypothetical
10 years). They are worked top-down (with one
exception) and use a variety of yarn weights,
frequently DK and worsted. The styles are
interesting without being fussy or a huge
burden to knit. They generally work well for
both boys and girls and are more sturdy-looking
than many kids’ patterns. Often there is cabling
or simple color work, but these could be
omitted, if desired, or if you have a fancy
variegated yarn. There is a second half of the
book, with 12 hats in six sizes, from preemie to
large adults, so the whole family can be welldressed.
Adult versions of the sweaters can also be found at the
author’s web site, Olive Knits. My mother used to sew sets of
mother-daughter dresses for us when I was young, so I know
how much fun this can be.
Be sure to read the tips. The book is geared to the “advanced
beginner” to the “intermediate” knitter. There is a lot of
valuable information here for us all, especially on sizing and
yarn selection. The techniques section is presented in large,
clear drawings. The section on blocking is informative.
If your taste in kids’ sweaters is more classic than cute, if you
want to knit a baby gift that can last, or if you want some
family-themed knitting, snatch this book up. It is likely to
become a frequent go-to for my knitting projects for
children. I found my copy at the Mosaic Yarn Studio, but it
should be in good distribution through Barnes and Noble,
etc. You can also view some patterns and buy the book,
autographed, at the author’s web site, Olive Knits.
Cathy G.

How does this...

B.S.J.

= ........this?

E.Z.'s Baby Surprise Jacket
Have you made one? No? You should try it!

My first encounter with this pattern was in a window of
a yarn shop on Foster Avenue (that is now a sandwich
shop!) I asked the owner: "How did you do that?" She
looked at me funny: "That's an Elizabeth Zimmerman."
Then I looked at her funny. "WHO?"
At Sulzer Library I borrowed a library copy of EZ's
book.... well, several of her books which was quite a
discovery. I loved her philosophy but I couldn't make
sense of that Baby Surprise Jacket until I finally had to
knit it.

I made this hat so I HAD
to make a jacket to match

Recently I found her grandson's
explication which takes the two
paragraph pattern into a book
length exploration. Here's Franklin
Habit's review of the book from
2017 on MDK's website
"Complete Surprises."
The book contains many
variations and is notable in that
Scully Swansen is a third
generation of knitter/writers!

SHOW AND SHARE

From Laura O: My Pandemic
Puzzle Blanket - or as I
called it The Never Ending
Blanket ™
This blanket was begun to
commemorate the many,
many jigsaw puzzles that we
put together during the
lockdown phase (and after)
portion of the pandemic.
The final completion is a
symbolic beginning of the
end of the pandemic.
Started the blanket in near
full lockdown. Finished one
week after my second
vaccine.

From Cathy G: "The
baby sweater is the
Whispers Cardigan, by
OGE Knitwear Designs.
It is worked in Lorna's
Laces Shepherd Sport,
merino, Sport wt., in the
Childsplay colorway. It
came from one of our
wonderful Guild visits to
the Lorna's Laces
studio, when it was still
in Chicago."
Pattern: Puzzle Pieces by Megan
Ellinger Yarn: Various sock-weight yarns
(although it was designed for worsted)

Carin G completed the Feel the Bern
sweater designed by Caitlyn Hunter and is
working on "The Wellerman Shawl by the
same designer -- look at all those beautiful
cable patterns!!

Send in your
project photos
anytime to be
featured on
these pages!

wckgnewsletter
@gmail.com

SHOW AND SHARE
From Anna R: "I finished my
spring/summer sweater: Subtle
Spring Tee in MillaMia Sweden.
Pattern from Interweave Knits
Spring 2021.

Kim R. knit up two
sweet sweaters for our
WoolAid charity and
also shared her new
skills in Sashiko
Mending.
More from Carin G. who says: "I have been
knitting like crazy - or, as Brenda Dayne says “knit
like the wind” and I have!" On the right: a Spring
Mystery Shawl to be called Meadow in Bloom
by Romi Hill and below: Caladenia Shawl by
Ambah O'Brien

SHOW AND SHARE
Pam H: "I finally finished this
scarf/ shawl for my son in
time for his birthday. It’s
Stephen West’s Painting
Chevrons."
(Editor's Note: that is a
handsome model!)

Also from Pam H: "I started
this cardigan Le Pouf last
year and just finished it! and
here's a hat knitted from the
Modern Daily Knitting's most
recent Field Guide #18."

Two WIP's from Jenny M: "I’m
doing the Rock It Tee knit-along
with Sister Arts even though I
haven’t finished their
Temperance Shawl KAL yet!"
...About the photo at the right,
she says: ""Here are two of the
pieces I made for Knit Democracy
Together. I found the perfect yarn
in my stash, which I inherited
from my mom. Funny thing: she
had started a swatch that ended
up being half the size required so
I finished it. It felt really special."

SHOP NEWS
Looking forward to the Chicago Yarn Crawl!
July 31 - August 9, 2021

Your Chicago yarn shops have been hard at work planning
an exciting yarn crawl. We’ve learned nothing if not how to
be flexible and we’re making it easy for everyone to
participate. We’ve heard your feedback and this year’s
Crawl will be a hybrid of both virtual and in-person
participation.
To make it easier to participate, we are hosting our virtual
crawl on YouTube! We started our own page, so be sure to
subscribe and follow for updates!

Chicago Yarn Crawl YouTube

Finding the WAY BACK
The Chicago Weaving School's Natalie Boyett recently wrote
about how she's used our "covid year" as an opportunity to
transform a storage area into a gallery to feature the art of
weaving.
The gallery is called The Way Back because when her assistant
would ask where to put something the conversation would go:
"Put it in the back room."
"Which back room? The BACK room, or the WAY-back room?"

The Way Back's opening
show features the art of
Bryana Bibbs and
Jana Vander Lee.
The Chicago Weaving
School is at 4201 W.
Irving Park, Chicago IL
60641 and the gallery is
open on Wednesdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays
from 3:00-6:00pm.

SHOP NEWS

Mosaic Yarn Studio is starting a BOOK CLUB!
"Zoom Book Club for Yarnies"
Whether you knit, crochet or weave, you are invited to be part of
this fun book club where we will read and discuss mystery books
that involve the fiber arts. We meet via zoom on the 2nd Monday
of the month, 7 - 8 p.m. Join in on the fun details are here.
IN HER CONVERSATION WITH NICOLE POHL,
KATE DAVIES OUTLINES THE SUBJECT OF
STUDY: THE BLUE STOCKINGS. IT'S A
PREVIEW OF A NEW CLUB SHE'S STARTED:
THE BLUE STOCKING CLUB.
WHILE IT MIGHT BE TOO LATE TO JOIN THE
CLUB, CHECK OUT KDD ON THE HISTORY
OF SOCKS: DID YOU EVER WANT TO KNOW?

Felicity Ford aka Felix at recently
wrote lovingly and long on "Wheesht"
a book by Kate Davies. You'll want to
read the whole book after reading her
musings on all the ideas that were
sparked in her mind as she read. Read her thoughtful post HERE
MDK recently featured a post about

TEACHING KIDS TO KNIT
Tanya Singer is the owner of Ewe
Can Knit School. You can read her
tips on how to teach on the
MDK Blog here.

SHOP NEWS
From WCKG member Pam H: "Here’s a
photo of Wool and Company’s new
store in South Elgin- 6,000 square feet
devoted to yarn and knitting
accessories ! My friend Mary S. (also a
WCKG member) and I paid a visit on it’s
May 7th opening day. Although it was a
40 mile drive, it is definitely worth a
field trip. You can still order online but
it was such a pleasure to be able to
touch and feel their incredible
inventory."

Pam H. also wrote this: "A word
about Knit Stars- the virtual
knitting seminar from Shelley
Brander, the owner of Loops in
Tulsa Oklahoma. I have been a
Knit Stars participant since
Season One. It’s a little pricey
but the virtual classes are very
professional and when you
purchase a season it remains
available to you permanently.
The best thing about it for me
is that it has introduced me to
many new designers and fiber
artists. It is nice to be able to
view it whenever and wherever
it is convenient to you- I
watched Season One while in
the hospital while receiving
chemotherapy ! She has also
added closed captioning to the
most recent seasons. The
lineup of designers for Season
6 is very exciting and I look
forward to viewing it in
November."

Friday Night Maker
Nights are Coming Back!
Starting June 4th,
6pm - 8pm at Wicker Park!

The weather is noticeably
warmer and we've got
outdoor stitching on our
minds! Stitching in the Park
takes place on Thursdays at
6pm between Memorial Day
and Labor Day. Please check
this page on our website
for updates. We are looking
forward to getting out and
enjoying some nice weather
with you!

We’ll be meeting in Wicker
Park every Friday Night from
6pm - 8pm starting in June!
These outings are
dependent on the weather,
so make sure to check our
instagram/facebook for
cancellations.
BYOP (Bring Your Own
Picnic) and don’t forget your
projects! We’ll be starting a
knit and crochet make along
check the Firefly Fiber
Arts Studio Website.

WCKG
Charity Projects Info
Keep up the good work!
A child's sweater can be a
quick and satisfying
project and knitting
small projects like hats,
socks, or mittens can
continue throughout the
summer!

We are concentrating our efforts on four of our charity knitting projects. Specific details
about the charities are on the WCKG Website including links to all of their websites.
Here is the basic info on "The Four Charities" plus who to contact for item drop offs and
deadlines. Check our website for updates.
The Night Ministry: knitted items for adults and children, no fiber restrictions, ongoing pick ups throughout the year. To arrange a drop off please contact: Anna R at
amroeser0598@att.net
Wool-Aid: knitted items for children, must be 100% wool. Arrange for a drop off for
future mailings. Contact: Karen H. at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com
And now, a request: Do you have wool in your stash? donations are welcome.
"I've been making striped sweaters out of donated bits & bobs, 100% wool only!
I'd love your leftovers! Help me make more sweaters for children!"
Seaman's Institute: hats and scarves for men, dark colors, wool and wool blends. To
arrange drop off please contact: Tina S. at knitters@sbcglobal.net and please put
"Christmas at Sea" in the subject line of your email.
The Snuggles Project: blankets for cats and dogs at Chicago animal shelters, washable
yarn preferred. More details about how to drop off items at animal shelters in your area
is available on the WCKG website.

GUILD NEWS
FILLING LEADERSHIP ROLES
At our March meeting, Anna R. reminded everyone that we need to begin now to think about filling
WCKG Board leadership roles. The idea of Co-Presidents was suggested by many and Ann has supplied
the following thoughts about the job.
"I’ve been honored to serve. The position requires a lot in diplomacy, patience and good humor along
with the ability to get a long with every one. Two people sharing the responsibilities is a great idea!"

"It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome."
"Generally, the President presides over the monthly meetings of the Guild:
- introducing new members
- introducing new topics for discussion
- opening the floor for discussion, show & share, new projects or charity requests
In addition, I’ve been responsible for contacting guest speakers, LYSs, charity groups - handling
correspondence and coordinating the donations, setting up events and handling the research for the
events."
This past year both member meetings and board meetings have had to switch virtual meetings on
zoom and Anna commented: "Coordinating and conducting the Board meetings during the pandemic
has been difficult this past year. It's important to get all the members of the Board involved with the
monthly activities. Without in-person meetings, corresponding and coordinating by email with Board
members regarding finances, websites, and upcoming events becomes challenging but do-able."
"My first goal was to increase our membership and to promote a more open exchange among the
members. It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome. When issuing membership cards to
new members, I wrote personal notes to each new member welcoming them to the Guild and mailed
them their cards - a duty I took pleasure in."
"My second goal was to increase participation towards our charitable donations. I feel that the Guild
can and should provide more in charity work. We are not just a knitting group - I feel it should be more."
PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING ON A LEADERSHIP ROLE -- CONTACT ANNA OR ANY BOARD MEMBER

JOIN THE WCKG BOARD!
We are reaching out to members new and old to find innovative leaders and creative people
with ideas. With your help our guild can continue to grow as a gathering place for knitters
and crocheters who want to learn and grow as crafters. Our guild can be a reliable source
for hand made charity donations. We can continue our outreach via zoom events while
maintaining a strong presence in our home town of Chicago.

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN 2021

ABOUT OUR GUILD
Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.

Annual membership for 2021 is FREE but you must sign
up via the website's link:

The Windy City Knitting Guild has monthly meetings
via ZOOM usually on the second or third Tuesday of
the month beginning at 7:00pm. Members receive
an email link with info on when and how to join the
on-line meeting.

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

CLICK HERE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP SIGN UP

The Last Word

In person meetings are suspended until group
gatherings are approved by state and city
government and the park district buildings open up
to groups.
Please check our website for any changes in date
or time. You can also find updates on Ravelry and
Facebook. We will notify you by email when
meetings will resume.
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

2020 WCKG BOARD
President
Anna Roeser

Webmaster
Sharleen Rucker

Treasurer
We are reaching Marcie
out to members
new and old
Claus
to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year
ahead and hope
you will join
us!
Newsletter
Editor
Karen Hoyer
wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Members-at-Large
Click here to renew
your WCKG
Rebekah
Alm membership
online. Pay via PayPal
download a printable
Laura or
Olsavsky
form to pay by check
our next meeting.
Tinaat
Stevens

