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A Heartfelt Gift

Frankie Brown's wonderful "Framed Hearts" pattern*
is the perfect pattern for February. Of course we think
of giving our sweeties heart shaped Valentines and
heart shaped boxes of CHOCOLATE! But did you know
that February is American Heart Month ? Why not
knit up a few hearts stuffed with lavender buds for a
sweet gift. Or make them into heart shaped beanbags
for a stir crazy teenager who might like to learn to
juggle. Or hang a few in your window for a festive
Valentines Day decoration. And don't forget, Feb. 5 is
National Wear Red for Women Heart Health Day!
*Frankie Brown's patterns are all free on Ravelry though she does
suggest a donation to the Children's Liver Disease Foundation, a
worthy cause and a heart-full way to share her creativity.
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Members are always
invited to our
MONTHLY
2nd Tuesday
ZOOM MEETINGS
Upcoming Meeting:
Feb 9 at 7:00pm
a zoom meeting link will
be sent to our member list
three days prior

GUILD NEWS

Windy City Knitting Guild members met on-line on Tuesday, January 12 for the regular
monthly meeting. We tried out break out rooms during the zoom meeting and it really
helped us have a chance to talk, share work, offer advice and ask questions. In February
of course we'll have a guest speaker but everyone seemed to appreciate how the break
out rooms made it easier for everyone to talk and to be heard, so we'll make use of them
again.
Members recommended Yarnify's new space and let a new knitter know that Evanston
Stitchworks was a good resource. We got to see some lovely projects too. We look
forward to seeing you all at the next meeting.

Our guest lecturer for our February Zoom Meeting will be:

Linda Cortright
We've reprinted the info page from last month in case you missed it. And don't
miss Cathy G's review of her book "The Eye of Fiber" on page 4.
Read more about Linda on the next page -- and mark your calendar for the
February 9th zoom meeting at 7:00pm CDT. Members receive an emailed
zoom link three days before the meeting and a morning-of reminder!

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

We are reaching out to members new and old
to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year
ahead and hope you will join us!

Click below to renew your WCKG membership
online. There is no charge throughout 2021.
Will you please help us spread the news?!?

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN 2021

GUILD NEWS
Linda Cortright presents
"Wild Fibers from Alaska to Afghanistan"
As editor and publisher of Wild Fibers Magazine, Linda Cortright has traveled to all seven
continents, pursuing the role of natural fibers in remote and indigenous communities.
Cortright’s experience led her to serve on the Steering Committee of the International Year of
Natural Fibres, a global initiative sponsored by the United Nations in Rome, and ongoing work
with the IWTO (International Wool and Textile Association). In 2015, Cortright opened the first
—and only— cashmere spinning and weaving center in the High Himalayas, The Pangong Craft
Center, providing employment to more than 130 semi-nomadic women. In November 2020,
Cortright published her first book, The Eye of Fiber: an uncommon story from around the
world, focusing on the impact of culture, climate, and politics within the fiber industry.

Wild Fibers from Alaska to Afghanistan
From the largest to the smallest fiber animal, natural fibers play a vital role in
sustaining women and community in extraordinary ways, including Oomingmak,
the Alaskan knitting cooperative started in 1968 that exclusively uses qiviut, to a
silk weaving company in northern Afghanistan, which began under Taliban rule.
Plus, a look at New Zealand’s wool industry, which has had to adopt new
strategies due to a decline in the global demand for wool, the consequences of
which stand to have tremendous environmental impact in an area increasingly
stressed for natural resources.
For more information: www.wildfibersmagazine.com

The lecture will be presented on February 9, 7:00pm
during Windy City Knitting Guild's monthly zoom meeting

BOOK REVIEW:

The Eye of Fiber
Linda N. Cortright
Grumble Goat Press, 2020
$27.95
Intrepid fiber lover and perceptive photographer Linda Cortright has long brought us
the world of fiber animals, through words and photographs in her Wild Fibers magazine.
Here she uses a larger format to focus both on the animals and the human societies at
nine regions around the globe, who bring us the raw materials of textiles. The stories
are told more in pictures than words and will fascinate not only natural fiber and sheep
dog enthusiasts, but animal lovers and anthropologists of all ages.
In the U.S. there are now only one tenth of the sheep herded at the end of World War II,
and most are raised for meat rather than to clothe soldiers and civilians. But there is a
growing appreciation the wool from all kinds of sheep and other fiber animals,
celebrated in fiber festivals and the skeins of yarn found in our knitting baskets. Here is
a fiber journey for your armchair, with old and young people fostering their herds and
local cultures. The Rumanian Racka sheep, for example, have two elegant twisted
horns, balanced by their long locks, outshining any pastel unicorn of our imaginations.
Cashmere and mohair come from different kinds of goats. The merino in our yarn stash
started out warming a magnificent creature. The musk ox has been brought back to
Alaska and its undercoat fosters a luxury knitting industry. And so much more.
This book is a force for bringing people and cultures together and you will enjoy it. Its
format invites a spot on your coffee table. One defect is that the covers could be a bit
sturdier. Order it from Wild Fibers on line or look for it when fiber festivals return with
their specialty merchants and live critters.
Cathy G.

BOOK REVIEWS

Shetland Wool Week Annual 2000
Volume 6
www.shetlandwoolweek.com
21 pounds; about $30 with shipping
This is the sixth annual publication for Shetland Wool Week and it shines throughout its
136 pages. Although live Shetland Wool Week events could not happen this September,
knitters from around the world will be drawn together by this solid collection of patterns
and articles, together with some lovely advertisements. The articles cover Shetland
dialect knitting terms and how they relate to Scandinavian languages, a first-hand essay
on Shetland sheep, historical lace knitting for babies and historical Shetland tweed fabric.
The 11 patterns from various designers leads off with the story of Wilma Malcolmson’s
Katie’s Kep, this year’s official Shetland Wool Week design, in 5 colorways, plus a photo
gallery of the color interpretations of other knitters. There is a most tempting pullover,
the Peerie Leaves Jumper, with the front in a simple leaf-lace pattern. It is worked in DK
weight Shetland wool, which makes great wearable sweaters, and may be available locally
from Mosaic Yarns. The radiant Star Cowl features amazing colors and its dual-layer
construction will keep us warm in Chicago’s serious winters. The lace weight beret is
mostly for looks, but what a beauty. Weavers have a multi-color scarf to try out. More
fine color work in knitting is displayed in a decorative cushion. There is a yoked cardigan
which would be a good way to practice cutting a steek, because Shetland wool yarn is
stable due to the “stickiness” of the yarn (and yes, it works). The variety continues with
beautiful design-your-own legwarmers and long mitts, cozy stranded socks to treat
kindly, classic color work gloves with a thumb gusset, and a simple stranded Aran-weight
hat and mitts set which should work up fairly quickly.
The Annual will provide a good time for knitters and weavers who love the Shetland style.
The yarn for my Kep is aging in a knitting bag next to the couch and should surface soon.
Order the book directly or through the Woolly Thistle. Consider treating yourself to
available back issues, too.
Cathy G.

BOOK REVIEWS

Shetland Wool
Adventures Journal
Volume 01
www.shetlandwooladventures.com
We’re all armchair travelers these days and what better place for a knitter to explore than
Shetland, off the north coast of Scotland. This new publication will take us there in 162
pages. It has six nice knitting patterns—two hats, gloves, fingerless mitts, a sturdy
triangular shawl and a snood/cowl, all knit up in stranded color work or simple lace.
Textile fans will learn more about Shetland sheep, Shetland weaving, commercial yarn
production, and the woven chair backs in traditional local furniture. Scenery, though, is
front and center, with articles and photographs of multiple seaside walks, and rambles
through historic ruins and local towns. Good food rounds up the day, with an ode to
rhubarb and promising recipes (written in British) for a rhubarb-almond desert, seafood,
lamb and baked goods. Your electronic kitchen scale may have to be used to weigh food
as well as yarn!
Maybe I will augment my mental journey with knitting up the Nighthawk Skull Cap, using
my part of my fall stash of farmers’ market apples in the Spiced Apple Cake, and
marveling at the photographs of seaside cliffs, and being glad to not be too close to the
edge. All this will be much fun.
This new journal is a must for lovers of things Shetland and armchair exploration.
Volume 2 is promised. The publication will benefit local businesses during this time of
global isolation. I hope that it will have slightly better-lit photographs of the knitwear.
Order the Journal through the Woolly Thistle or directly from Scotland.
Cathy G.
Photo Essay from the New York Times, found by Cathy G.
"Shearing Sheep, and Hewing to Tradition: In a remote
area of Maine, the Wakeman family maintains the
traditions of island shepherding, the cycles of which have
been largely unchanged for centuries..."
It's a little like traveling back in time, a lovely story and
beautiful photos, here's the link:

SHEARING SHEEP AND HEWING TO
ISLAND TRADITION

KNITTING NEWS

Guild member Kim R. shared this article with us:

Webs ‘America’s Yarn Store’, sold after 47 year

From Mass Live, Jan. 19, 2021 by Jim Kinney
NORTHAMPTON, MA -- Webs, which bills itself as
“America’s Yarn Store” with 15,000 different types
in its inventory featuring everything from alpaca
to bamboo, has been sold to a national craft
retailer after 47 years of family ownership.
Second-generation owners Kathy and Steve Elkins
made the announcement Tuesday on social
media. The new owners are LoveCrafts, an
online retailer of knitting, crocheting and craft
supplies with 80 brands and more than 50,000
patterns.
Kathy and Steve Elkins said online that they will continue to run WEBS and assume the roles of chief
global yarn officers .“Kathy and I have dedicated the last 18 years to WEBS. Together, with our amazing
team, we have achieved great success and have built lasting relationships with you, our customers. We
believe that WEBS can continue to grow and evolve with this new partnership in ways that Kathy and I
couldn’t necessarily achieve on our own and we’re confident that LoveCrafts have the right expertise and
culture to do this,” said Steve Elkins, whose mother founded the company with a partner in 1974.
Steve and Kathy took over the business 18 years ago. The Elkins said Tuesday that nothing will change
day-to-day at WEBS which has a retail location in Northampton and a warehouse in Easthampton. They
will continue to run the store -- a destination for weavers, knitters and spinners -- and will stay open.
Webs made headlines last year when the costume designer who made Tom Hanks’ sweaters for his role
as Fred Rogers in “A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” told the media she shopped Webs to get the
By Jim Kinney
right supplies for the look she needed. Read their message to customers HERE.

WHAT ABOUT WEDNESDAY?
The first three Wednesdays in 2021 were all "I's" -- insurrection, impeachment, inauguration.
The blog on KDD&co offers an alternative for upcoming Wednesdays. Beautiful photography, fine writing,
with fiber artists and designers talking about their work, and, of course, lovely patterns. The design
competition titled "MY PLACE" was organized over the last year, and due to COVID19 restrictions, has
changed from a print edition to an on-line version accessible to everyone via the blog.
Kate writes: "The whole point of our design competitions is to support and amplify new talent, and to bring
new designers to the fore and, as with our previous competitions (Warm Hands and Milarrochy Heids) the
team was bowled over by the quality of the submissions, many of which had been produced by first-time
designers....We’ll be introducing each designer and their individual patterns separately here, on the blog, every
Wednesday for the next few weeks, as we move into spring."
Here is the link for the blog post: My Place from Kate Davies KDD&co

SHOW & SHARE
Talk about going down a rabbit
hole... I recently spent a lovely
hour scrolling through this site:
A Ranking of All 118
Sweaters Seen on Twin
Peaks a posting from New
York magazine Oct. 7 2014 -A totally different
version of Show &
Share this month!

Funky sweater AND she's knitting...Can YOU knit & chew gum?

Thanks to Kate Davies of
KDD&co for posting the link
on her blog 1/14/21

Lucy is the Queen of Funky Sweaters

SHOP NEWS
Need something for a new knitter?
We've got just the thing!
Beginning knit kits, books, and classes.
Get them started on the right foot.
Find them here

Book Your In-Store Shopping Appointment
**Video Concierge, Curbside Pickup and Shipping available!**

Now is the time to build your schedule at Virtual Knitting LIVE by looking over
our offerings, including 130+ classes and lectures! You’ll also be able to shop
35+ vendors in the Marketplace, take part in the Marketplace Extras with our
knitterati, and learn from the demos with our Super Pass vendors!
Here is the VOGUE KNITTING LIVE LINK

SHOP NEWS
Sweet! Heart Pillow
for your...
SWEETHEART

This sweet pillow
pattern is offered
by Hobbii -- find it
HERE

Designing and Customizing -- Your Vision Comes True
It's not always easy to see whether a project that looks good in the
photo will actually look good on you. Designers need to be able to
adapt the style to fit the body and this new app seems like something
worth trying out...
Featured in KNITSONIK's blog post HERE, Felix writes: "Erica Schmitz
the project founder, had come up with the brilliant idea to develop
software which would turn *actual body measurements* into
proportionate fashion drawings, with which to better visualise outfits
or prospective sewing/knitting/crochet projects."
It's well worth reading even if you aren't "design oriented" since it
helps explain how designers change and adjust their ideas.
It's like a paperdoll created to
your own measurements and
you can try out styles to see
what suits. Check out the free
version and see if it's something
that might inspire your creative
spirit.

Link to the MY
BODY MODEL
website HERE

WCKG Charity Projects Info

We are concentrating our efforts on four of our charity knitting projects. Specific details
about the charities are on the WCKG Website including links to all of their websites.
Here is the basic info on "The Four Charities" plus who to contact for item drop offs and
deadlines. Check our website for updates.
The Night Ministry: knitted items for adults and children, no fiber restrictions, ongoing pick ups throughout the year. To arrange a drop off please contact: Anna R at
amroeser0598@att.net
Wool-Aid: knitted items for children, must be 100% wool. Arrange for a drop off for
future mailings. Contact: Karen H. at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com
And now, a request: Do you have wool in your stash? donations are welcome.
"I've been making striped sweaters out of donated bits & bobs, 100% wool only!
I'd love your leftovers! Help me make more sweaters for children!"
Seaman's Institute: hats and scarves for men, dark colors, wool and wool blends. To
arrange drop off please contact: Tina S. at knitters@sbcglobal.net and please put
"Christmas at Sea" in the subject line of your email.
The Snuggles Project: blankets for cats and dogs at Chicago animal shelters, washable
yarn preferred. More details about how to drop off items at animal shelters in your area
is available on the WCKG website.

ABOUT OUR GUILD
Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.

Annual membership for 2021 is FREE but you must sign
up via the website's link:

The Windy City Knitting Guild has monthly meetings
via ZOOM usually on the second or third Tuesday of
the month beginning at 7:00pm. Members receive
an email link with info on when and how to join the
on-line meeting.

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

In person meetings are suspended until group
gatherings are approved by state and city
government and the park district buildings open up
to groups.

CLICK HERE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP SIGN UP

The Last Word

Please check our website for any changes in date
or time. You can also find updates on Ravelry and
Facebook. We will notify you by email when
meetings will resume.
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

2020 WCKG BOARD
President
Anna Roeser

Webmaster
Sharleen Rucker

Treasurer
We are reaching Marcie
out to members
new and old
Claus
to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year
ahead and hope
you will join
us!
Newsletter
Editor
Karen Hoyer
wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Members-at-Large
Click here to renew
your WCKG
Rebekah
Alm membership
online. Pay via PayPal
download a printable
Laura or
Olsavsky
form to pay by check
our next meeting.
Tinaat
Stevens

