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GUILD NEWS
Windy City Knitting Guild wishes you a Happy New Year!
Here's to the new beginning that January 1 always symbolizes. Our wishes for a safe,
happy, healthy 2021 go out to all of you! Did you follow Cathy G.'s advice and cast on a
new project on New Year's Day? What a great way to start the year -- please show off your
works in progress at the January 12th zoom meeting.
Thanks to all of you who donated items for Wool Aid, The Seaman's Institute's Christmas
at Sea, and The Night Ministry. The packages have been mailed out but the need remains.
All three of these organizations do a "push" for the holiday season but accept donations
year round. Info on how to donate is always on our website and on the second to last
page of this newsletter. In addition to knitted items, we received donations this summer
of a dozen books from Amy M. and this fall, Patricia F. donated two bags of needles,
notions, patterns, books and equipment which will be given to the newly formed knitting
club at Walter Peyton College Prep H.S.
A month or so we got an email from Arlen R. who wrote:

"We just had a zoom presentation by Linda Cortright of Wild
Fibers magazine. She was wonderful! It was like National
Geographic for fiber fanatics. Travel, social history, and howto, all enthusiastically presented. If you have not already had
her I am sure everyone would enjoy her."
So guess what is in store for us for our February Zoom Meeting? Yup, you guessed: Windy
City Knitting Guild will present Linda's wonderful lecture.

"...magnificent photography, delightful anecdotes, and
Cortright’s irrepressible blend of humor and heart...."
You can read more about Linda on the next page -- and mark your calendar
for the February 9th zoom meeting as well as the one on January 12.

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP

We are reaching out to members new and old
to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year
ahead and hope you will join us!

Click below to renew your WCKG membership
online. There is no charge throughout 2021.
Will you please help us spread the news?!?

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN 2021

GUILD NEWS
Linda Cortright presents
"Wild Fibers from Alaska to Afghanistan"
As editor and publisher of Wild Fibers Magazine, Linda Cortright has traveled to all seven
continents, pursuing the role of natural fibers in remote and indigenous communities.
Cortright’s experience led her to serve on the Steering Committee of the International Year of
Natural Fibres, a global initiative sponsored by the United Nations in Rome, and ongoing work
with the IWTO (International Wool and Textile Association). In 2015, Cortright opened the first
—and only— cashmere spinning and weaving center in the High Himalayas, The Pangong Craft
Center, providing employment to more than 130 semi-nomadic women. In November 2020,
Cortright published her first book, The Eye of Fiber: an uncommon story from around the
world, focusing on the impact of culture, climate, and politics within the fiber industry.

Wild Fibers from Alaska to Afghanistan
From the largest to the smallest fiber animal, natural fibers play a vital role in
sustaining women and community in extraordinary ways, including Oomingmak,
the Alaskan knitting cooperative started in 1968 that exclusively uses qiviut, to a
silk weaving company in northern Afghanistan, which began under Taliban rule.
Plus, a look at New Zealand’s wool industry, which has had to adopt new
strategies due to a decline in the global demand for wool, the consequences of
which stand to have tremendous environmental impact in an area increasingly
stressed for natural resources.
For more information: www.wildfibersmagazine.com

The lecture will be presented on February 9, 7:00pm
during Windy City Knitting Guild's monthly zoom meeting

KNITTING NEWS:
From SHETLAND WOOL WEEK -- "As has
been the case of seemingly every other
month this year, life continues to remain
predictably unpredictable around the
world, with many of us back in lockdown or
adjusting to the ever-changing rules and
regulations during this challenging time.
While the freedom of spontaneity currently
eludes us, it seems like the most
meaningful way forward is to embrace a
spirit of acceptance and the hope that ‘this
too shall pass."
"In Shetland the short days and long nights
have started to set in and at times it is
tempting to retreat and close the doors,
but now, more than ever, it seems essential
to continue to reach out, stay connected,
and keep moving. We’ve been reading
various articles on the ‘Art of Wintering’
which address the ‘fallow periods of life’
when it’s important for us to indulge in a bit
of repair time. So, we’re stockpiling the
freezer, building up the wool reserves,
noting down books to be read, researching
festive recipes, and trying to continue the
daily routine of getting outside and
absorbing as much natural light as possible.
This can be a challenge when there’s a
force 9 ‘blowing a hoolie’, but it’s
exhilarating and life-affirming - and there is
always the calm after the storm to look
forward to."

Cathy G sent in a copy of the
Shetland Wool Week
Newsletter for November 2020
the source of this delightful and
hopeful meditation. The email
included a link to the Shetland
Amenity Trust You Tube
Channel. SO MUCH to explore
on there -- click on the pink link
and take a deep dive. The
newsletter also connects to
blog posts about the history of
place names -- great reading!
More info can be found here:
Shetland Wool Week
Website where you can also
sign up for their newsletter
under the "events" page or
donate to support their work.

BOOK REVIEWS

Norwegian Knitting Designs 90 Years Later
Wenche Roald and Annichen Sibbern Born
Trafalgar Square, 2020
$39.95e
January is named after the ancient god, Janus, who
had two faces, to look both forwards and
backwards in time. As we start this January, this
book does the looking for knitters. It explains the
story behind the classic collection of Norwegian
knitting motifs and uses them for knitwear for
today.
With today’s documentation of so many knitting
methods and traditions, it is easy to forget that
this was not available to an earlier knitting
community. A sample of Norwegian knitting and
its regional richness was collected in the 1920’s by
a young Annichen Sibbern (later) Born, and
published in a small book of motifs, which she
thought were pretty or typical, in 1929. It was to
go through 4 other editions until 1947. It came
out in English in editions between 1952 and 1975,
as Norwegian Knitting Designs. Motifs were
graphed out and there were often pictures of the
knitwear from which they came, but the knitter
was left to her/his own devices on how to construct a garment.
In 1930 Annichen adapted elements of Greenlander beading to a knitted yoked
sweater, the “Eskimo”, which we now consider iconic and “typical” in Norway and
elsewhere, such as Iceland. She worked to improve the quality and sense of pride in
Norwegian hand knitting, which was facing industrial competition, working with
handcraft organizations, newspapers, and teaching.
This book takes the lovely motifs from the 90-year old collection into fresh patterns for
today’s “experienced” knitters to enjoy. Take heed of the important introductory
directions. Don’t be afraid to sew/stabilize and cut your sweaters open, in a planned
manner, to make armholes or cardigans (“steeking” in English, from Scottish dialect)—
Norwegians are notoriously calm about this because it works, and makes the knitting
continued on next page

BOOK REVIEWS
much easier. Just be sure your first effort with this is with regular, not super wash
wool or cotton. Or stick to yoked construction patterns, of which there are plenty.
This is a nice bunch of patterns. There are all sorts of sweaters for women and men,
both yoked and drop-shouldered, the latter fashioned from a tube cut open for
armholes. My husband is eyeing the Winter Night Pullover. The book shines with its
children’s sweaters, which can be knit sturdily and unisex-enough to last a whole
family of kids. Little kids have an utterly charming Hallingdal Star pullover. There is a
darling pre-schooler’s dress/sweater with paper doll-style figures in the yoke. Older
children have several cardigans to choose from. Finally, great accessories for big
people—hats, human and dog neckwarmers, various hearty thick socks, slipper socks,
and of course, mittens. A charming baby blanket wraps things up (are the wee ones
modeling it on p. 250 (yes, page 250!) twins or not? At the end, you will find the
original “Eskimo”/Greenlander pullover pattern.
Styles are worked in yarns from a mill called Hillesvag, produced
from Norwegian wool. If this proves hard to
obtain, I would consult the guys at
Wall of Yarn in Freeport, IL, for alternatives.
Best of all, you are getting two books
in one, the huge new one, with a
pocket in the back cover with a full
facsimile of Norwegian Knitting
Designs in English. It is showing up in
a variety of places, including some
Local Yarn Shops and from
Schoolhouse Press. Get it if you love
Norwegian knitting, things Norwegian,
knitting history, yoked sweaters
(bottom-up), if you want good
patterns for men or kids, if you want
the antithesis of “fast” fashion and
something that will look good and be
wearable for decades, or if you just
think you would enjoy this book,
because you probably will.

Cathy G.

Magazines in the News
Vogue Knitting, Winter 2020/21
On Sale Through March 27, 2021 $9.99
One of the bedrocks of knitting, Vogue Knitting, has undergone editorial
changes. The new issue has two creative knitters at the editorial helm,
Norah Gaughan and Mary Jane Mucklestone. It has exciting new energy and
more of a “knitterly” than fashion-forward approach, although these need
not be contrary attributes. The Winter issue has a number of substantial
articles as well as a strong collection of patterns (generally for women). They
are making the commitment to size patterns for a 30”-60” bust range and
the models are a refreshing mix of shapes and sizes. It was only a few
decades ago when it could be hard to find fashion or specialty women’s
knitting patterns much past 40”. The book review section is helpful and
includes an excerpt from one of the titles on how to rescue used yarns.
Meg Swansen has a lovely and love-filled essay on her mother, Elizabeth
Zimmermann’s famous “knit on” quote, and other EZ quotes for knitting in
uncertain times for these uncertain times. And there are other articles
which resonate with this most unusual past 12 months for knitters, where
we have learned that having a bit of a stash on hand is not a bad thing.

After all this good reading, dig into the patterns! There
are great ideas for a distinctive cabled hat and a
hooded winter survival cape, Cape Neddick. Montauk is
absolutely my kind of cabled cardigan, worked in
challenging cables, and is joined by a cabled yoke Isabel
and big cabled Wind Point pullovers. The distinctive
Stonington bomber jacket would make it worthwhile to
learn how to put a zipper into a sweater, and the
article, Zip Lines, explains how to do just that. The
Quoddy scarf is worked in way-much-less-difficult-thanit-looks garter stitch sequence knitting, with bold
results. It might be adapted into a baby blanket by a
creative knitter. There is a timely collection of beautiful
comfort wear for cozy days and evenings. The Ficus
pullover shows off nice yarn to perfection, with enough
interesting details to keep the knitter and wearer
engaged. The knitted lounge shorts could be extended
to the calf or ankle by a creative knitter for something
truly cozy. And there are still more projects.If you
haven’t looked at Vogue Knitting for a while, don’t miss
checking out this issue at a Local Yarn Shop or a wellstocked newsstand. It is also “safe” to order for
curbside delivery, sight-unseen, as we Knit On.

Cathy G.

KNITTING NEWS:
Pick Up the Knitting Needles for a Mood Booster
This inexpensive hobby abounds with benefits. And once
you get good, you’ll be a mitten machine.
Well, you might not agree with the title and subtitle -- especially the
"inexpensive" nature of our hobby... but it is nice to see knitting featured in
the New York Times and several people shared this article with us. And as
Cathy G. wrote: "I don't think it brought up grandmothers once, quite an
achievement!"
The article is directed at beginners, guiding them to on-line resources, LYS,
and suggesting books, pointing out that yarn comes in various sizes, and in
general encouraging people to try out knitting without seeking for
perfection. In comparing "process" vs. "product" this quote popped out:
"If you are considering picking up knitting, think of it as meditation
with a little bit of equipment. Approach it for the joy of the process
and to take some pressure off."
That is good advice for all of us. We seek out this hobby for various reasons - to satisfy our creative spirit, to challenge ourselves, to allow us the joy of
giving, or just to keep our hands busy. But knitting is not meant to be
competitive -- we can admire each other's work and still be pleased with our
own efforts.
And, unlike any other hobby -- if you don't like what you made, you
can simply unravel and start over!

SHOW & SHARE
Hannah and Elizabeth
dropped off these hats &
scarves.
Loretta M and Lisa M
both donated wool
yarn for sweaters to be
knitted for Wool Aid

Lisa M. created a pile of
hats and baby socks and
this adorable kid's
sweater for Wool Aid.

SHOW & SHARE
Karen H. knitted three Pocket Pal
sweaters for Wool Aid using the
gauge swatch as a pocket. plus two
small vests.

Nancy J. finished knitting these socks during
the December zoom meeting in time for
"show and share."
"I call these my Robin socks, cast on almost
a year ago for 2019 Christmas Eve Cast On.
The yarn is Signature from West Yorkshire
Spinners, their Christmas 2019 colors of
Cayenne for cuffs, heels, toes and Robin for
main sock. It was more than time to finish
these so there’s a clean sock plate for
Christmas Eve Cast On 2020!"

SHOP NEWS

We love to get the weekly Pattern of
the Week from Wool & Co -- I want to
get out my needles and start in on
these lovely patterns. More info at
Wool & Co.

It's our first ever
Box of Cheer for your New Year!
Here's how it works:
Each box will have 21 gifts. They will
have an assigned order, but you can
choose to open one per day or stretch
it out for as long as you feel you need.
Click here to go to our website and
reserve your box!

giving
2020 has hit so many so hard, so
we've deemed 2021 our Year of Cheer
& Giving. This year certainly wasn't our
best year, but we are making through
thanks to all of you and we are already
looking forward to what we know is
going to be a better year. We're
starting next year's giving right now by
donating a percentage of our box
sales to The Chicago Greater Food
Depository. The more boxes we sell,
the higher percentage of our sales we
can give. We pledge to donate as
much as we can!

Bob Eckstein's "High Stakes Knitting"

WCKG Charity Projects Info:
We are concentrating our efforts on four of our charity knitting projects. Specific details
about the charities are on the WCKG Website including links to all of their websites.
Here is the basic info on "The Four Charities" plus who to contact for item drop offs and
deadlines. Check our website for updates.
The Night Ministry: knitted items for adults and children, no fiber restrictions, ongoing pick ups throughout the year but first deadline is the first week of November. To
arrange a drop off please contact: Anna R at amroeser0598@att.net
Wool-Aid: knitted items for children, must be 100% wool. Arrange for a drop off
anytime before December 16th. Contact: Karen H. at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com
And now, a request: Do you have wool in your stash? donations are welcome.
"I've been making striped sweaters out of donated bits & bobs, 100% wool only!
I'd love your leftovers! Help me make more sweaters for children!"
Seaman's Institute: hats and scarves for men, dark colors, wool and wool blends.
Deadline for drop offs is the first week of November because these items will need to be
mailed. To arrange drop off please contact: Tina S. at knitters@sbcglobal.net and please
put "Christmas at Sea" in the subject line of your email.
The Snuggles Project: blankets for cats and dogs at Chicago animal shelters, washable
yarn preferred. More details about how to drop off items at animal shelters in your area
is available on the WCKG website.

ABOUT OUR GUILD
Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.

Annual membership for 2021 is FREE but you must sign
up via the website's link:

The Windy City Knitting Guild has monthly meetings
via ZOOM usually on the second or third Tuesday of
the month beginning at 7:00pm. Members receive
an email link with info on when and how to join the
on-line meeting.

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

In person meetings are suspended until group
gatherings are approved by state and city
government and the park district buildings open up
to groups.

CLICK HERE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP SIGN UP

The Last Word

Please check our website for any changes in date
or time. You can also find updates on Ravelry and
Facebook. We will notify you by email when
meetings will resume.
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

2020 WCKG BOARD
President
Anna Roeser

Webmaster
Sharleen Rucker

Treasurer
We are reaching Marcie
out to members
new and old
Claus
to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year
ahead and hope
you will join
us!
Newsletter
Editor
Karen Hoyer
wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Members-at-Large
Click here to renew
your WCKG
Rebekah
Alm membership
online. Pay via PayPal
download a printable
Laura or
Olsavsky
form to pay by check
our next meeting.
Tinaat
Stevens

