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ISSUE 2021It's getting to be SWEATER WEATHER!

Fall is for knitters and October is a time
for starting something warm and wooly
-- slippers? hat? scarf? sweater?

octoberoctober

Or if you want to get all "Halloween-y"
check out the two patterns posted on
page 8!  Happy Knitting!



GUILD  NEWS

A big "Thank You" to Valerie Sherman for her excellent presentation about 
 Yarnbombing -- the how-to-do-it and why-to-do-it -- during our September
14th WCKG Member zoom meeting. Valerie zoomed in from Indiana. She
was at Gen Con, a gamer conference, for the installation of her huge
yarnbomb commission for XYZ Game Lab's new board game Arch Ravels.
The project was daunting -- she made dozens of overlapping 2-3 foot
diameter crocheted circles  to replicate the game logo.  And, like all her
work, she donated her fee to charity.  If you didn't get over to the 606 to
see the Yarningdale project, watch this video story on the Logan Squarist.
And you can see her work on the Forum in Bronzeville during the Open
House Chicago tours, October 16 & 17. Stay tuned for future projects you
might want to join!

Notes from our September meeting

One of Valerie's "rules" was "Nothing lasts forever" so I thought I'd share the
before and after of the piece I contributed to Yarningdale's 606 project. Lots 
                                                                                              of fading and sagging...

https://xyzgamelabs.com/archravels
https://logansquarist.com/2021/09/22/yarningdale-short-film/
https://openhousechicago.org/sites/


GUILD  NEWS

?What's your favorite Gaget? 
and What's your "MUST HAVE"?

WCKG asks...

Thank you to all for sharing:

Kim R: "My favorite gadget: A sharp pair of scissors.
Must have in my project bag: I have a small notions bag
which includes scissors, large and small darning
needles, stitch markers, measuring tape, 2 crochet
hooks (D and G), small flashlight, row counter, pencil
and a needle/check gauge tool."

Michele O: "I keep a little notions bag in my knitting bag
of a few stitch markers, scissors (which I collect so
always have a spare), and a click pen. I have a bigger
notions bag with more in it, but I keep this little one in
each bag (and like all of us I DO have more than one
project at a time!!)"

Nancy M: "I am sending you a short list of “gadgets”…
Folding Scissors, Needle Gauge, Row Counter, Line
Magnifier, Pen and Index Cards, Crochet Hook, iPhone.

From my favorite list of gadgets I would rate my iPhone
as number one. This device lets me post projects on
Ravelry, alert my friends of current projects, download
patterns and keep a file of proposed projects to knit in
the future."

Meghan B: "Hands down, my most
useful gadget is the green stretchy net
sleeve put around glass bottles to
protect them from clanging against
each other. Since I tend to travel a lot
(well, used to, I guess), I slip one of
these around my cake of yarn to keep
disaster from striking while working on
a project on the road. The stretchy
design helps keep a little tension on the
outside no matter if the cake is new or
is in 'midstream'."

Cathy G: "I keep my circular needles in
a fishing tackle binder, sold for storing
rubber worms! Each page is a heavy-
duty zipper bag, holding the circulars
and most DPs in their original
packaging with all of that valuable
information. I use one page per needle
size. The whole thing zips up in a sturdy
nylon bag to take out to the couch or to
knitting classes. Look for it at Bass Pro
or Cabelas stores or on-line, sometimes
called a "utility/bait binder" or a "worm
bag", and go for a large size. 
Hint: If you need to de-kink the cable of
a circular needle while out in public,
wrap it around a warm coffee urn!"

PS. ALSO:  Kitty... Children’s knitting needles
A short story...
While visiting my family in CA my 9 year old grand-
daughter said she’d like to learn to knit.  I didn’t have
spare needles with me. She asked if she could knit with
chopsticks. Day One she learned to knit using chop-
sticks. Day Two, her Kitty Needles arrived from Amazon.
She is now a happy knitter and I am a very happy
Grandma.... It was my joy to teach her. 

(Editor's note: Knitty Kitty Kit Link This looks great!)

https://eartheasy.com/knitty-kitty-kit/


 

Somehow I missed Hannah Thiessen’s original Slow Knitting book. This one has reflections and projects
arranged in a four-seasons theme. The author has lived and knit in several regions of the country, which
helps to keep the seasons less stereotyped. You can dip in and enjoy it at any time of the year and in any
order.

My dad had the motto “quality, not quantity” which he usually applied to food. Hannah Thiessen brings
this spirit to her slow knitting philosophy, making lovely things from quality materials and being a
deliberate knitter, avoiding the rat races of being the latest and greatest, a home-made gift factory, and
so on. She is thoughtful and keeps her knitting first and foremost, not like one of those well-known
public figures who is dozens of folks disguised as one, or who might find keeping tidy more enjoyable
than doing things. There is much on our craft, yarns, care of knitwear, our tools, travel, blocking and
finishing, putting your stash to your service and sharing it with others, and self-care of the knitter.  

Dip in and enjoy. This is not meant to be a start at the beginning and march through to the end kind of
book. Digest the topics which interest you and plan out the actions that work for you. Always remember
that we knit to enjoy it and the warm and beautiful things that knitting can produce.

And along the way, there are some attractive patterns for sweaters, baby blankets, cowls, mitts, a really
good hat, interesting socks and a hot water bottle cover. There are also a couple of useful sewing
projects for knitting accessories.  

I look forward to spending more time with this book.                                                                          Cathy G. 

BOOK  REVIEW :  

Seasonal Slow Knitting
Hannah Thiessen
Abrams, 2020 $29.99



Pompom Quarterly
Autumn, 2021  $18.50

The British publication, Pompom Quarterly, has
produced a worthwhile issue for this fall with a
roots and branches theme. There are a lot of
good looks in the patterns, including a striking
garter stitch stole with charted patterns, a really
nice worsted weight top-down cabled pullover in
nine sizes, an unusual stranded knit top-down
yoke sweater emulating lichens in ten sizes in
fingering weight yarn, the bold cabled cardigan
on the cover in worsted weight with your choice
of eight sizes, A worthwhile headband, a
crocheted pullover with good structural
elements, for ten sizes in fingering weight wool
(written in U.S. crochet terms), a bold cabled hat
in three sizes for sport weight yarn, and a
brioche cabled and ribbed cozy pullover in ten
sizes in bulky alpaca. Of special interest to us
locals is a hat which starts in knitting and ends
up in crochet, with a choice of three sizes, whose
designer Tyra Smith is an undergraduate at
Northwestern University in Evanston!  

Beyond the patterns are articles exploring craft
and nature, including an important one on
microplastics and yarn. There is a ginger
pudding recipe and lots of potential for web fun
in researching the advertisers. Look for this at a
Local Yarn Shop or a large newsstand. My copy
surfaced at Stitchworks in Evanston.

Magazines in the News by Cathy G:

Moorit
Debut issue this fall, about
$35.00 (imported)
Mooritmag.com

Moorit is a Scottish-based crochet magazine
coming out this fall. My grandmother tried, very
hard, to teach me how to crochet, but it is not my
thing. Many yarn people love its free-form
aspects and modern hook designs have promise
for less hand strain. Crochet is not always well
represented in the pattern world, compared to
knitting.  

Moorit will focus on good garment patterns for
crochet, worked in natural fibers. The glimpses
I’ve seen online for the inaugural issue show
great promise for sweaters and accessories, plus
a really cute sheep.  It is not clear if the patterns
will be written in British or American crochet
terminology. So far, the closest shop to be
carrying it is The Fiber Shop in Nenah, Wisconsin
—road trip? Mail order options include the
Woolly Thistle and Purl Soho. I look forward to
seeing a future review of Moorit from a
crocheter. 

https://evanstonstitchworks.com/
https://thewoollythistle.com/collections/books-mags?sort_by=created-descending
https://www.purlsoho.com/


BE CRAFTY!

Early American Life's 2021 Christmas Issue has directions for making a cute
sheep ornament from felt, yarn and glue. Add a face and other highlights with a
marker or paint. Woolly white or traditional sheep tones are lovely. Come
January, knitters might want to make a sheep with commemorative curls from
all of their knitting projects in the past year, and keep that sheep on display
year-round. This lavish issue has lots more, including articles on Queen Victoria
and the Christmas tree and the holiday display at the outstanding Winterthur
museum in Delaware near Philadelphia. Look for it at a well-stocked newsstand.  
Cathy G.

"Do you know about Winterthur? It has the
largest collection of American furniture in over
100 furnished rooms. It is also a good place to
see historical embroidery. One of the DuPonts
was an early collector, with money and taste. You
tour by appointment each part separately. They
also have an exhibition building. I've been there a
number of times and it is just amazing. We were
there about ten years ago in December, where I
figured out that before the Christmas tree, the
punch bowl was the emblem of Christmas. . . 
The gardens are also nice, and it is south of
Longwood Gardens (with five acres of
greenhouses, among other things) and the
Brandywine River Museum (Wyeth and other
paintings). A good trip!"    Cathy G.MAKE ME!

Are you a CROSS STITCHER?
Hmmm... when I wrote that just now it made
me think of someone with a needle and
tangled thread, very frustrated and CROSS!
But, you know what I mean: 
"Do you embroider?" 
Ysolda, who gives us so much about
KNITTING on her website, recently featured
this beautiful Knitter Cross Stitch.

And, to encourage you even further, there's
an excellent TUTORIAL on how to use the
embroidery hoop as a frame, complete with
details on how to back and finish the project.

This is a new collaboration with Ysolda and
JunebugAndDarlin' (Zoe Frost, a cross
stitch designer) but the Ysolda's site also has
many other useful tutorials that are worth
checking out. Scroll down to the free library
of techniques -- these are photo/text
tutorials which are often much easier to
follow than youtube video tutorials.

https://www.mooresvillemercantile.com/products/copy-of-early-american-life-christmas-2020-edition
https://www.winterthur.org/
https://ysolda.com/
https://ysolda.com/products/knitter-cross-stitch-pattern?utm_source=hive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hive_email_id_79886&h_sid=faa9ea5850-5f9d8d577d0c42f153816030&h_slt=eyJoYXNoIjoiZjAwZWYzZGQzZmEwMTQ4IiwiaGl2ZV91c2VyX2lkIjozODk5MTMzOH0%3D
https://ysolda.com/blogs/journal/how-to-finish-a-cross-stitch-project?utm_source=hive&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=hive_email_id_79886&h_sid=faa9ea5850-5f9d8d577d0c42f153816030&h_slt=eyJoYXNoIjoiZjAwZWYzZGQzZmEwMTQ4IiwiaGl2ZV91c2VyX2lkIjozODk5MTMzOH0%3D
https://junebuganddarlin.com/
https://ysolda.com/pages/learn


POETRY  

CORNER

Knitting thoughts
Why do they say knitting needles go 'click'?
It's more of a 'squeak', 'shuffle', 'tap', 'shuffle'.
Is it the same way that rain doesn't 'splash'?
It goes 'drop', 'plop', 'thud'.
These are the thoughts that rise to the top as I sit
And knit.

Thoughts aren't threads to be woven
They are patches to be stitched together- each one a new colour.
Grey is when my brain won't stop- the colour of school uniform.
White is when I'm scared and alone- an ethereal mist.
These are the thoughts that rise to the top as I sit
And knit.

Recently there's been a lot of green- warm and swirling like a gemstone.
It is like marble in its pattern, layers of shades overlapping.
That's what your patches are. And here I'm
Trying to not think of you but you rise to the top as I sit
And knit.

I notice a burnt orange- like lava bubbling over a cool skin.
That is quiet anger. Not at you.
Not at me for thinking of you.
At the one who thought I could stop.
It is impossible, especially when I don't want to stop as I sit
And knit.

Even as I tried to write a poem without you.
I couldn't.
You're here again- and these are just the ones I wrote down.
All these thoughts of you rise to the top as I sit
And knit.

from Charlie Hazels
via HelloPoetry.com

 

And now... this
month's treat!

Searching for poems to
share with you I found this
wonderful article by A.E.
Stallings on the Poetry
Foudation's website:
"Knitting for Poets:
Elizabeth Zimmerman"

https://hellopoetry.com/poem/722489/knitting-thoughts/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/harriet-books/2010/04/knitting-for-poets-elizabeth-zimmermann


SHOP  NEWS

Shetland Wool Week is celebrating on-line:   September 25-October 3

Don't miss this -- lot's of interesting things to watch, see, and do.

Shetland Wool Week WELCOME via youtube!
There's a new membership program, find out about it HERE.

When MDK featured this awesome
Brooklyn Haberdashery Notions Pouch
it inspired us to ask you what your favorite
notions were... this pouch comes with tiny
scissors, a wooden needle case and "most
elegant diaper pin" stitch holders.

X-Ray by Marjukka VuorisaloPumpkin Patch by Norman Schwarze

happy halloween!happy halloween!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-IaNg6tvVhQ
https://www.shetlandwoolweek.com/
https://www.moderndailyknitting.com/shop/brooklyn-haberdashery-notions-pouch-set/
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/x-ray
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/cute-little-pumpkin-patch


We are concentrating our efforts on four of our charity knitting projects. Specific details
about the charities are on the WCKG Website including links to all of their websites. 
Here is the basic info on "The Four Charities" plus who to contact for item drop offs and
deadlines. Check our website for updates.

The Night Ministry: knitted items for adults and children, no fiber restrictions, on-
going pick ups throughout the year. To arrange a drop off please contact: Anna R at
amroeser0598@att.net

Wool-Aid: knitted items for children, must be 100% wool. Arrange for a drop off for
future mailings.  Contact: Karen H. at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com 
And now, a request: Do you have wool in your stash? donations are welcome. 
"I've been making striped sweaters out of donated bits & bobs, 100% wool only! 
I'd love your leftovers! Help me make more sweaters for children!"

Seaman's Church Institute: hats and scarves for men,  dark colors, wool and wool
blends. To arrange drop off please contact: Tina S. at knitters@sbcglobal.net and please
put "Christmas at Sea" in the subject line of your email.

The Snuggles Project: blankets for cats and dogs at Chicago animal shelters, washable
yarn preferred.  More details about how to drop off items at animal shelters in your area
is available on the WCKG website.

 Charity Projects InfoWCKG

Tom Toro
cartoon from

The New Yorker
9/27/21 issue

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/charity-knitting.html
https://www.thenightministry.org/
http://www.wool-aid.org/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/
https://seamenschurch.org/programs-services/christmas-at-sea/
https://www.snugglesproject.org/
https://www.snugglesproject.org/


At our March meeting, Anna R. reminded everyone that we need to begin now to think about filling
WCKG Board leadership roles. The idea of Co-Presidents was suggested by many and Ann has supplied
the following thoughts about the job.

"I’ve been honored to serve. The position requires a lot in diplomacy, patience and good humor along
with the ability to get a long with every one. Two people sharing the responsibilities is a great idea!"

"Generally, the President presides over the monthly meetings of the Guild:
    - introducing new members
    - introducing new topics for discussion
    - opening the floor for discussion, show & share, new projects or charity requests

In addition, I’ve been responsible for contacting guest speakers, LYSs, charity groups - handling
correspondence and coordinating the donations, setting up events and handling the research for the
events."

This past year both member meetings and board meetings have had to switch virtual meetings on
zoom and Anna commented: "Coordinating and conducting the Board meetings during the pandemic
has been difficult this past year.  It's important to get all the members of the Board involved with the
monthly activities. Without in-person meetings, corresponding and coordinating by email with Board
members regarding finances, websites, and upcoming events becomes challenging but do-able."

"My first goal was to increase our membership and to promote a more open exchange among the
members. It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome. When  issuing membership cards to
new members, I wrote personal notes to each new member welcoming them to the Guild and mailed
them their cards - a duty I took pleasure in."

"My second goal was to increase participation towards our charitable donations. I feel that the Guild
can and should provide more in charity work. We are not just a knitting group - I feel it should be more."

PLEASE CONSIDER TAKING ON A LEADERSHIP ROLE -- CONTACT ANNA OR ANY BOARD MEMBER

GUILD  NEWS  

F I LL ING  LEADERSHIP  ROLES

We are reaching out to members new and old to find innovative leaders and creative people

with ideas. With your help our guild can continue to grow as a gathering place for knitters

and crocheters who want to learn and grow as crafters. Our guild can be a reliable source

for hand made charity donations. We can continue our outreach via zoom events while

maintaining a strong presence in our home town of Chicago.

FREE MEMBERSHIP IN 2021

JOIN THE WCKG BOARD!

"It's important to make sure everyone feels welcome."

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/membership-sign-up.html


We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.

The Windy City Knitting Guild has monthly meetings
via ZOOM usually on the second or third Tuesday of
the month beginning at 7:00pm. Members receive
an email link with info on when and how to join the 
on-line meeting.

In person meetings are suspended until group
gatherings are approved by state and city
government and the park district buildings open up
to groups.

Please check our website for any changes in date
or time. You can also find updates on Ravelry and
Facebook. We will notify you by email when
meetings will resume.

WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor at wckgnewsletter@gmail.com  

Annual membership for 2021 is FREE but you must sign
up via the website's link:

CLICK HERE FOR FREE MEMBERSHIP SIGN UP

The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

ABOUT  OUR  GUILD

2021 WCKG BOARD
President

Anna Roeser

 

Treasurer

Marcie Claus

 

Newsletter Editor

Karen Hoyer

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sharleen Rucker

Members-at-Large

Rebekah Alm

Laura Olsavsky

Tina Stevens

The Last Word

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/
https://www.ravelry.com/groups/windy-city-knitting-guild?s=tab
https://www.facebook.com/Windy-City-Knitting-Guild-182841875126986
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/membership-sign-up.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

