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March Meeting

Wednesday, March 11

Sulzer Library

Auditorium

4455 N. Lincoln,

Chicago

6:45 - 8:45 pm

April Meeting

Tuesday, April 14, 2020

Welles Park Clubhouse

2333 West Sunnyside

6:45 - 8:45 pm

Cozy -- a cup of tea (coffee? hot chocolate?)
and a basket of knitting!

March Meeting Nametag Project
We thought we'd help each other with the "get to know you" part
of our monthly meetings by spending a part of our March 11th
WCKG Meeting knitting up some NAMETAGS!  Bring some bits of
scrap yarn and needles -- you can choose which type of nametag
you might want to make. Click on any of these patterns to decide.

Knitted Name Badge (stranded, in the round, wool is best - free!)

Elegant Name Badge (not free but very cute $3)

Nametag Bookmark (if you crochet this might work $2)

Or bring in a knitted swatch and you can use embroidery or
duplicate stitch to add your name -- charts for graphed alphabets
will be available. 

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/knitted-name-badge
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/knitted-name-badge
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/elegant-name-badge
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/name-bookmark---009


GUILD  NEWS

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

February Meeting Recap. 
At our February meeting we welcomed several new
members and some who were returning after not
attending for a while -- WELCOME!
 
We confirmed a list of charity projects for 2020 (see list
below) and decided to have a Nametag Knitting Session for
our March Meeting.
 
 
 

Here are the projects we plan to work on this year. Several members have stepped up to be the WCKG Representatives
in making the FO deliveries throughout the year or during our October Charity Knitting Meeting next fall.  Please let
Board President Anna R. know if you can help.  We'll also post this info on the website and give regular updates.
 
New Projects: 
Pinewood Reservation, South Dakota -- collecting afghan squares, no wool -- must be able to go in
washer/dryer, see details at Ravelry Group: "Afghan Squares for Pine Ridge Reservation" -- squares
will need to be mailed
Night Ministry -- this local organization wants our help with hats and scarves, more info to follow.
Octopus for Preemies -- new suggestion made at our last meeting, go to Octopus for a Preemie - US
on facebook to get info and join the closed group: very specific rules must be followed and items
will need to be mailed.
 
On-going Projects: 
Cancer Wellness Center in Northbrook -- chemo hats needed, patterns at headhuggers.org, guild
member Tina S. collects and delivers the hats
The Snuggle Project -- dog and cat blankets, details at snugglesproject.org, several Chicago animal
shelters participate so we can make local deliveries, looking for a volunteer to make the delivery.
Wool-Aid -- international delivery of items for children, wool only, go to wool-aid.org to get specific
details about types of items and yarn specifications, Karen H. is able to deliver to Belleville, IL to save
on postage.
Mt. Sinai Hospital -- we helped supply infant hats and Sung K. will report in spring if we'll continue.
 
 

WCKG List of Charity Projects 

There's a Knit in Public Day coming up on June 13 and we're thinking of how we can participate as a
group. On another note, Sam L. invited everyone to see an exhibit of her mom's fiber art on exhibit
at Independence Library 4024 N. Elston. 

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html


AMIGURUMI  CHALLENGE

Make a little something
Grab a tiny bit of wool and some small
sized needles and make up a little
something for spring. Here are some
photos and links to inspire you. Bunnies!
Chickies! Little Birdies! Sheep? Cactus?

Claire Garland's Tiny Bunnies

Marianna Mel's Easter Chick Egg Cozy

Rebecca Danger's 
Chubby-Chirps

Sheep in Sheep's Clothing by Frankie Brown

Cactus Pincushion - Amanda Berry 

Tiny Window Cat
by Sara Elizabeth Kellner

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
http://www.molliemakes.com/craft/tutorial-tuesday-knitted-rabbits/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+molliemakes+%28Mollie+Makes%29
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/easter-chick-egg-cosy-5
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/chubby-chirps
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/sheep-in-sheeps-clothing
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/cactus-pincushion-4
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/cactus-pincushion-4
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/tiny-window-cat
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/tiny-window-cat


REVIEWS

To submit a review or article,
please email Karen H. at
wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Japanese Stitches Unraveled
Wendy Bernard
Abrams, 2018  
$29.99
Here is another anthology of 160 Japanese stitch patterns,
translated and interpreted for English-speaking knitters.  The
patterns are both graphed in a familiar system and written out,
both for flat and in-the-round knitting.  There is lots of
important introductory explanation, including the importance
of swatching, explanation of the charting method,
consideration of reversible vs. two-sided patterns and yarn
calculations.  At the back of the book are master lists of
symbols and abbreviations used, to copy as reference pages
for your project planning or knitting bag.  There is also an
index by stitch multipliers, to search for a certain stitch repeat.
 
One of my biases is to fool around with a new stitch pattern as
a dish cloth—no matter how oddly or elegantly it turns out, it
will likely be useful.  Many of the book’s swatches point to this
potential.  Of course the nature of the yarn you are knitting
affects how the stitches will look, and dish cloth cotton is not
always representative, so swatch some more in that soft yarn
you have in mind. The book has some OK project patterns for
trying out your stitch work.  The ends of each stitch category
section includes one or more—a pillow, hat, mittens, pullover,
scarf, shrug, blanket or cowl.  Japanese stitches are notable for
their beauty and intricacy and have fascinated mental intrigue
knitters.  Here they are well presented to be put to use in all
kinds of knitting.                                                           Cathy G



By Hand
Lookbook No. 11
Vermont and New Hampshire
Winter 2020  $23.00
 
By Hand focuses on various fiber, fabric and making
communities in the U.S., with each issue in a different
geographic area.  This is my first encounter with the series,
published three times a year.  It had great photos, text,
patterns and the occasional recipe, with profiles of
designers, shops, producers and others in the functional
craft community.  Few places are as beautiful as Vermont
and New Hampshire in the fall, and adding in wonderful
fiber artists, producers and suppliers makes a great treat for
knitters and kindred souls.  You can learn the stories of
places you have heard about and may have knit from—
Harrisville Designs, Green Mountain Spinnery, The Woolly
Thistle.  You will also meet Alice Ogden and her black ash
baskets, The Marshfield School of Weaving, fabric collage
artist Dianne Schullenberger, Odacier Knitting and Sewing
Patterns, and the sheep of Wing and a Prayer Farm. 
 
There is a nice group of patterns using the local yarns for
sweaters, a shawl, mittens, a barn jacket and a sewn tunic.
Wrap it up with a pear pie recipe as you plan your journey
for next October or travel from your arm chair and the
internet.  Something not mentioned is the fascinating Shaker
community at Canterbury, NH, which I have been able to visit
on a glorious fall day.  
 
All of this is deeply satisfying and makes you want to learn
more and create more.  I wish that the articles could be a bit
longer.  Locally By Hand is carried at The Fine Line and
Wool and Company, both in St. Charles.  I got mine from The
Woolly Thistle.  Full information, back issues, and a path for
ordering are at the web site, byhandserial.com. So far, the
only issue about the Midwest focuses on coastal Michigan.
 
Cathy G

REVIEWS

https://www.byhandserial.com/
https://www.byhandserial.com/


I’m truly thankful for knitting --- here are a few reasons why:
 
*it fills my life with color
*it encourages my creativity
*it keeps my hands busy
*it introduces me to new people who share my love for the craft
*it loves to travel
*it likes the same TV shows that I like
*it keeps the same schedule as I do (if I want to knit in the middle of the
night, it’s there for me!)
*it likes to change bags as much as I do
*it challenges me
*it keeps me company, even when I’m cranky.

A bit of wisdom passed on by our board president Anna R.



Rebekah A. showed us her cozy Musselburgh
Hat, knit double and so reversible in Woolen
boon and Stitch Party Extravaganza,designed
by Ysolda Teague.           Musselburgh Hat

SHOW  &  SHARE
Wow! What a great display of WCKG Skill and Creativity!  Tina S. reporting:

Karen H. made Towanda socks by Heather Hill
in Aurora wool.  They’ll keep her feet warm! 
 Towanda Socks   

Jenna O. had a White Frost hat by
Babette Ulmer in Nerd Girl Yarns
Smashing DK.  White Frost Hat

Hannah J. made a lovely lace sweater called
Ponente by Donna Yacino in Berroci Remix
Light.      Ponente

She also showed an almost complete shawl
that started as What's the Hap? then,
using short rows became a triangle shawl
and incorporated several other shawl
patterns including La La's Simple Shawl and
Charlotte Pass Crescent Wrap.

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/musselburgh
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/musselburgh
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/musselburgh
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/towanda-socks
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/towanda-socks
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/white-frost
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/ponente
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/whats-the-haps-mystery-shawl


SHOW  &  SHARE ,  CONTINUED :

Cathy G. showed 3 hats and the
picture of a 4th that is living in her
husband’s coat pocket. She had
Landfall by Shirley Scott, Helmet by
Christine LeGrow, and one she made
from a pattern from the Shetland’s
that was a fundraiser to get am MRI
so people would not have to take a
ferry ride to get the scan. The 4th
was in the book Saltwater Classics
which is full of hats and mittens.

Cheryl S. modeled
her Meryton
sweater by Amy
Christoffers with
Quince & Co’s
Chickadee
Organic Heather,
showing a lovely
lace top.
 
Meryton
Sweater

Elisabeth M. did a beautiful Hue Shift
Afghan by Kerin Dimeler-Laurence in Knit
Picks Brava Sport with 11 colors. 
                                    Hue Shift Afghan

Landfall Hat

Helmet
Harriet's Hat

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/meryton-2
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/hue-shift-afghan
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/landfall-3
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/helmet-three-ways
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/harriets-hat


SHOP  NEWS

Ready to take your colorwork
skills to the next level? The
Merriment Cardigan from
French Press Knits is an
adorable, tiny project to
perfect your stranded
colorwork tension and
provides a built-in support
group for steeking your
sweater into a cardigan!
 
Class includes pattern,
instruction, and machine
sewing reinforcement for your
steek.
Wednesdays 
April 29, May 6 and 20th -
$100
For more information about
materials and to sign up
 click here.

Baby's First Steek
at Knit 1

Learn the efficient technique of
mirror knitting (aka: backwards
knitting). This technique involves
knitting stitches from the left
needle to the right needle and
then back again from right to
left needle without turning your
work. It’s a helpful technique for
short rows, large projects that
are heavy to rotate and colorful
yoke cardigans that you don’t
need to steek! This technique is
easily interchangeable with
other techniques in a single
project. In this beginner
workshop participants will learn
about stitch structure and how
to achieve mirror knitting in
both the English and
Continental knitting styles.
$90.00 
For more details about the
three session class click here.

Mirror Knitting
(Backwards Knitting) 
taught by 
Faith Humphrey Hill    
Dye Hard Yarns 
in Oak Park  

These two retreats sound fantastic -- CLICK HERE for details.
Sweater Club Weekend Intensive March 20-23
Custom Fit Weekend Intensive April 24-27
Both at Apple Blossom Resort in New Buffalo, Michigan

Knit 1 presents Luxury Knitting Retreats

 Interested in a class? This one
looks amazing:
Tunisian Entrelac Crochet
Workshop  lead by Leslie Wood
at Firefly Fiber Arts Studio on
March 22, 2:00-4:00pm $40

Firefly Fiber Arts 
Studio Events
"Every week we host maker nights
for our wonderful community of
makers! Whether you knit, crochet,
weave, embroider, or make
friendship bracelets, come join our
maker nights and let's make
together!"
 
WINE AND UNWIND
EVERY FRIDAY, 4PM - 8PM 
Unwind with us at the end of every
week for a BYOB night of making!
 
CRAFTTEA SUNDAY
EVERY SUNDAY, 3PM - 5PM
Sip a cup of tea and eat treats
before we start the week with this
relaxing makers afternoon.
 

http://www.knit1chgo.com/babys-first-steek
https://dyehardyarns.com/products/mirror-knitting-backwards-knitting-faith-humphrey-hill?_pos=1&_sid=480231643&_ss=r
http://www.knit1chgo.com/knit-1-retreats
https://www.fireflyfiberarts.com/workshops
https://www.fireflyfiberarts.com/workshops


ABOUT  OUR  GUILD

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.
 
The Windy City Knitting Guild meets the second
Tuesday of each month, 6:45 to 8:45 pm, at: 
 
Welles Park Clubroom
2333 West Sunnyside Avenue, Chicago
 
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor.  

Annual membership costs $25 for the calendar year.
This money helps us send 12 newsletters via email each
year and pay for monthly programs. You will receive a
10% discount at participating yarn shops and
discounted fees for our weekend workshops and
classes. If you would like to join, make your check out
to Windy City Knitting Guild for $25 and mail it to:
 
Marcie Claus, WCKG Treasurer 
8546 Laramie 
Skokie, Illinois 60625
 
Call (773) 769-2362 if you have questions.
Membership fees are non-refundable. You also have
the option of paying for membership through our
website using PayPal. 
 
The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

2020 WCKG BOARD
President

Anna Roeser

 

Treasurer

Marcie Claus

 

Newsletter Editor

Karen Hoyer

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sharleen Rucker

 

Members-at-Large

Rebekah Alm

Laura Olsavsky

Tina Stevens

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

