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February Meeting

Tuesday, February 11, 2020

Welles Park Clubhouse

2333 West Sunnyside

6:45 - 8:45 pm

March Meeting

Wednesday, March 11

Sulzer Library Auditorium

4455 N. Lincoln, Chicago

6:45 - 8:45 pm

 

Because... February is Valentine's Month you know...

February Quiz Question: 
What is a strikke monster?
 
Read on to find out!

One of the questions we considered at our January meeting was:

 "What type of Charity Knitting should we do in 2020?" 

 

We've knit baby hats for Mount Sinai Hospital, we've contributed scarves and

hats to the Seaman's Institute and we've knit many chemo caps for hospitals.

Actually the pile of hats knitted and donated last October was quite

impressive!  Not to mention blankets and mats for shelter dogs!  Each of you

can contribute to our next fall collection - it will be much appreciated. A

complete list of charities we support and what they are looking for is on our

website.  Suggestions for new organizations should go to Anna R, our

president.

 

Read further in this issue for an article about how we can support Australian

wild fire relief with knitting and with donations.  As you look ahead and make

your New Year's Resolutions... 

 What will you Knit from the Heart this year?
 

Day and location of our
March Meeting changed due
to election day -- don't forget
to vote!



GUILD  NEWS
January Meeting Recap:
There was a sense of new energy and comeraderie as we gathered on January 14 to start the New Year
right -- with our hands full of knitting and an overflowing table full of yarn and knitting books waiting to be
adopted. Anna R, WCKG President, had each person introduce themselves and say a little bit about where
they were from and how long they've been a member.  Anna pointed out that we are not just a social
organization but one with the goal of exploring and expanding all sorts of fiber arts. We were encouraged to
jot down possible ideas for workshops, charity knitting, and other projects for the year. Our board met on
Jan. 3 and decided a primary concern is to recruit new members -- and to that end we each got a stack of
charming bookmarks to pass out to people who might like to know about WCKG. As usual, Show & Share
was delightful and there were some wonderful goodies on the refreshment table.

Invitation to a KAL:
Circumnavigated Cardigan

We hope you can join this KAL!
Here are the notes from the Ravelry Page:

CIRCUMNAVIGATED CARDIGAN
"I believe it’s become a classic! Zero assembly
and it has pockets! I recommend worsted wt
through bulky (KNITTERS #10). There is NO
finishing work in this sweater. It is knit entirely
in one piece using provisional cast-ons and
waste yarn.The designer writes that this
sweater can be made using any worsted or
bulky weight yarn. The recommended yarns &
needles are those mentioned in the pattern
copy… Many have been made using worsted
weight yarn on size 8 needles with 5s for the
borders… You will knit a gauge swatch with
needles that will give you a fabric YOU like, and
base your calculations on that swatch and your
measurements. You only need one kind of
yarn for the sweater. Raglan/saddle shoulders,
side pockets, v-neck and ribbing make this
sweater’s style appealing to everyone."
 
You can find the Ravelry page here:
CIRCUMNAVIGATED PATTERN
 
 

One of the best ways to have fun with your knitting is to
share the progress of a project and when you are all
working on the same thing it's like having a cheer leading
squad behind you! Here's an invitation from Tina S.
longtime WCKG member:
 
"Some of us are planning a Knit Along (KAL) with
the Circumnavigated Cardigan by Medrith Glover.
You can see the pattern on Ravelry, but it’s not
sold there. If you are interested, let Tina know at
the next meeting. If we buy them all together we
can save on postage. The pattern cost is $5."

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/circumnavigated-cardigan


KNITT ING  NEWS

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP
Click HERE to renew your WCKG

membership online. Pay via PayPal or

download a printable form to pay by

check at our next meeting.

We are reaching out to members new

and old to rebuild our numbers. We

have a great year ahead and hope

you will join us!

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

Loretta M. shared a story about how a designer is
using her talents to help provide relief for the
ongoing disaster in Australian due to wildfires.
 
Ambrah O’Brien (ambah@ambah.com.au) 
is donating 100% of the sales from her

 Sunflower Shawl Pattern 
 
She writes: 

"I have some very heartening news to
share with you all. At the time of writing 
this we have now raised AUD $24
thousand dollars for bush fire relief
from sales of my pattern Sunshower
Shawl."

"This is truly amazing and I thank you
all for contributing to this effort,
sharing the details with your friends
and your loving messages of support.
This world-wide show of support I have
seen means so much to us here in
Australia. The fundraiser will continue
through January 14, details are below. I
look forward to sharing with you what
our total amounts to." 
 
As an update to her January email, the current
Ravelry page lists the total amount raised as
$30,000 and indicates new charities besides the
Australian Red Cross Bushfire Relief and Wildlife
Victoria will benefit.  Ambah also created a useful
page of links providing other ways to help:
 
AMBAH'S BUSH FIRE RELIEF LINKS PAGE

 

AUSTRALIAN WILDFIRE RELIEF

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/sunshower-shawl
https://ambah.co/about/bushfirerelief/


REVIEWS

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

Photo of the book cover, showing the
piles and piles of knitted mittens!
 
The book is entirely in Norwegian.  Here
are some key words to help the knitter
along, as represented using our alphabet;
Norwegian has some additional letters:
 
vott/votter - mitten/mittens 
 
fingervotter; vanter - gloves
 
tommel - thumb
 
strikke - knit
 
mask/er - stitch/es
 
monster - pattern (motif)
 
garn, ull - yarn, wool
 
svart , hvitt - black, white
 
farge - color (shade)
 
trad - thread (ply)
 
pinne - needle (sizes are metric)
 
strikkefasthet - gauge 
[expressed as number of stitches
over 5 cm/2 in.]
 
legg opp - cast on
 
rett - knit stitch
 
vrang - purl stitch
 
omgangen/er - round/rounds
 
dame , herr - woman, man
 
gammel - old 

Quiz Question Answered: 
What is a strikke monster?
It's a Knitting Pattern - if you speak Norwegian!

Selbuvotter
Anne Bardsgard
Museumsforlaget, 2016  $88.95
 
Here is splendid documentation of the beautiful folk and commercial
mitten knitting in the Selbu region of Norway, southeast of Trondheim. 
 Once again, we can feast on the current wave of documentation of
knitting history and local traditions.  
 
This fine book, just short of 300 pages, published by a museum press
combines a historical narrative from the 1850’s forward, photographs
and graphs of the regional mittens and gloves, in stranded knitting.  Page
after page of charts document the variations not only of the fancy backs,
often in a star or rose pattern, but elaborate palm patterns, thumb
patterns, borders, and narrow vertical edgings that make this knitting so
beautiful.  This presents a wealth of design potential for all sorts of
creative knitwear.  
 
In the 20th Century promotion of commercial handknitting and the
standardization of some of the patterns was done by the local branch of
Husflid, the Norwegian handcraft association.  Other examples are more
individualistic, including some charming examples for babies.  Some
specific knitters and their mittens are documented, going up to recent
times.  You will find lots of photographs and clear mitten-specific charts
and some diagrams, with start-off information on yarn and gauge (often
quite fine), plus extra blank charts in the back for a design-it-yourself
mitten in three sizes.   Most mittens were worked as a black pattern on
white ground, although sometimes this is reversed or colorful wools are
used.  The photo on p. 63 shows the same mitten worked at different
gauges resulting in very different finished sizes; pay attention!
 
The charts tell most of the story of mitten knitting, but it may be best to
try out a Norwegian style mitten pattern translated in English, first, if
you’ve never worked one.  This region’s style of mitten-making has an
increased gusset at the base of the thumb, represented as an empty red
box on the charts, and depicted in the specific thumb pattern.  If you
plan to knit one of the mitten patterns from the charts, customize your
personal use copy at a photocopy shop by having them enlarge it to
make for easier reading, and also have a second copy flipped mirror-wise
so you will have a chart for your second left hand mitten with its thumb
properly located. 
 
There is much to absorb, admire, decipher and play with here.  If this is a
form of knitting and/or a culture you love, save up your money and don’t
pass this book up.  It is being imported by Schoolhouse Press. 
Unfortunately, the price must reflect the postage for importing a weighty,
specialized, hard back book from an overseas country with a very high
standard of living. 
 
Cathy G 

 

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html


We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

Selbu Mittens
Anne Bardsgard
Trafalgar Square, 2019  $39.95
 
Hard core mitten people have loved the original
Norwegian edition of Selbu Mittens for its wealth of
pictures, charts and graphed patterns, all workable if you
know the basics of Norwegian mitten construction.   All of
this is in the English edition, plus you can now read the
detailed stories and the technical material for this
traditional and much-loved commercial knitwear from a
region of farming and forestry, about 43 miles east of
Trondheim, where knitting kept people warm and
provided some cash income.  Knitters have quality and
quantity at a much more affordable price, for this book’s
vital documentation.  The wealth of charted designs
(500+ for central motifs, all over designs, boarders and
narrow edgings) and complete patterns for 35
documented mittens and gloves are great for knitting
handwear, or adapting for sweaters, hats, etc.    
 
The author was raised in Selbu, has studied textiles and
has been working for years to document mittens, starting
with her godmother’s legacy, who produced mittens for
commercial sale as well as for gifts.  Museums and
private collections were surveyed.  Selbu pattern origins
becomes a complicated matter.  Some “Selbu” examples
documented in respected knitting books and handcraft
guild publications actually originated from Setesdal and
other regions outside of Selbu.  Another area of
variability is the yarn used for black-on-white mitten
knitting and how this may differ in wool type, gauge and
color (natural or dyed) at different times.  A mill in
Norway is now producing older style yarns in various
weights, which were used in the examples knitted up for
the book.  One valiant knitter reproduced 150 pairs for
our benefit!  
 
Hand knitting became a source of income for women and
out-of-work men by the late 1800’s, and mittens reached
an international market.  By 2015 fewer than 100 knitters
were producing for the handcraft guild in Selbu.  But now
this tradition has been documented so that knitters
around the world can share this wealth of design.  Once
again, knitters and fans of things Norwegian can be
grateful for this degree of devoted study and
documentation of our wooly heritage.  If you think you
may like this book, you will.
 
Cathy G 

 

REVIEWS ,  CONTINUED

DISCOVER THE 
RICH HISTORY OF
NORWEGIAN KNITTING
TECHNIQUES
WITH OVER 500 CHARTS
AND 35 CLASSIC PATTERNS

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html


Attention Members:
Did you know that your membership gives you a 10% discount at
some of the finest yarn shops in the Chicagoland area?
 
Here is an updated list:
 
Knit 1 LLC, 3856 N. Lincoln Avenue, Chicago IL
Sister Arts, 621 W. Wrightwood Avenue, Chicago IL
NINA, 1256 W. Chicago Avenue, Chicago IL
Backyard Fibers, 6133 N. Newburgh Avenue, Chicago IL
Close Knit, 1630 Orrington Avenue, Evanston IL
Dye Hard Yarns, 210 Harrison St., Unit A, Oak Park IL
Evanston Stitchworks, 906 Sherman Avenue, Evanston IL
 
So... keep your membership card in your wallet -- you never know
when you might be out and about and your car makes an
unexpected right turn into the parking lot and you just happen to
be outside that amazing yarn store, the door swings open, you
walk in as if hypnotized, then suddenly you find yourself with one
hand gripping skeins of yarn and the other hand waving a hot
credit card!  This 10% discount list will be updated and noted in
future issues and on our website.

Magdalena Neuner, German Biathlete, 
World Champion and two time Olympic Gold Medalist
born 2-9-87

Knitting not only relaxes me,
it also brings a feeling of
being at home.



We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

    Elisabeth M showed us her lovely rust
red, rectangular shawl.  She used a lace
weight yarn called Swoon by Why Knot
Fibers.  The yarn is 65% Alpaca, 20% silk,
10% cashmere and 5% Stellina for a light
sparkle.  She used Nancy Bush’s pattern,
Lilac Leaf Shawl.  
 
     Samantha L’s all black rectangular stole
was both elegant and intricate.  She used
Misti Alpaca Lace and small red seed
beads throughout.  This was an almost
forgotten UFO that she found while stash
diving for something else.  The pattern
was Otranto Stole by Anna Novitzky.
 
     Marilyn N used the pattern Irene Adler
by her favorite designer, Kirsten Kapor to
make this wonderful blue grey shawl.  She
used a mystery yarn that was most likely
an alpaca wool blend. (You can see
Elisabeth M's shawl in the background of
the photo...) 
 
    Hannah J  showed us her Orla Mittens
using Good for Ewe Claddagh yarn in
green, orange and yellow and white.
Purchased at YarnCon 2018, this extra
soft yarn is 45% Merino Wool, 40% Baby
Llama, and 15% Donegal.  These mittens
use the same yarn that she used for her
Falling Leaves Cowl which she finished
about a year ago.  Hannah also showed us
her Seney Fair Isle style hat using Brown
Sheep Nature Spun Sport 100% wool yarn
as well as Swans Island Sportweight 100%
Rambouilet Wool.  This was a kit
purchased at YarnCon 2018.
 

SHOW  &  SHARE

Thank you to Hannah J for reporting and Rebekah A for the photos.
And a belated thanks to Carol B for reporting our Show & Share in
the last newsletter. Click on the
pink type for links to patterns.

Otranto Stole

Irene Adler Shawl

Orla Mittens

Seney Hat

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/lilac-leaf-shawl
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/otranto-stole
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/irene-adler
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/orla-mittens
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/seney


 Sharleen R  showed
us her Twisted Rib
scarf by Purl Soho. 
 This classic stitch
done in grey and
white could even pass
as Brioche.  It was a
mystery yarn but
keeps you warm just
the same.  Sharleen
also showed us a
cabled hat in dark
variegated colors and
also a reading light
she received as a
Christmas gift that
sits nicely on your
neck and works great
for knitting.
 
 

SHOW  &  SHARE ,  CONTINUED

Marcie C was quite pleased
with her  lovely Fair Isle Yoke
Pullover as it was the first one
she’d made that fit just right. 
 It is a Bernat pattern and the
yoke was done in greens with
nice yellow highlights.  
The yarn was 
“from the exchange = Ewe”.
 
 

Anna R used Lion Brand’s Homespun
Thick and Quick yarn to make this
fabulous pullover sweater.  The pattern,
called Snowfall by Lion Brand Yarns, is
nicely showcased in the light grey and
white colorways.

Carol B  made her pullover sweater as a test knit.  Its unusual in its
construction as it is seamed in the center of the front and back.  In
beautiful sea foam green and navy this sweater has a kind of geometric
snowflake pattern and very unique styled pockets on the side panels. 
 The pattern is Stepaside by Jennifer Beale.  Carol used Quince and Co
Osprey and Debbie Bliss Cashmerino yarn.

Snowfall Sweater

Fair Isle Yoke Pullover

Stepaside Sweater

https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/snowfall-sweater-3
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/fair-isle-yoke-pullover-2753
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/stepaside-2


Register as a "runner"
Buy special priced Encore (26.2% off original price)
Either Crochet Granny Squares (H Hook, 7 rounds)
approximately 8"x8" or Knit 8"x8" squares (CO 40 sts, US
8 needles) pattern of your choice
Turn in squares to be registered under your name, top 3
crocheters and top 3 knitters will win a prize

It is time for the 2020 YARN MARATHON
You don't have to be a runner to participate in the 
2020 Yarns Untold Yarn Marathon.
Goal:   Crochet/Knit up 26.2 miles of Encore Worsted by the
end of the year. 
Rules:
1.
2.
3.

4.

If you run out of yarn before you finish your square, bring it
in to the store for completion or pick up a new skein.We will
assemble squares to make blankets for charities to be
determined (i.e. Fire Stations, Churches)

Join us in reaching the finish line.
Yarns Untold

6476 College Rd
Lisle, IL 60532-3290

 

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

SHOP  NEWS

Yarns Untold a newly opened store in Lisle
https://www.yarns-untold.com/

Come visit our new location at:
 210 Harrison St. Unit A 

Oak Park, IL 60304 
Lots of classes and events are listed on the

website but this one caught the eye:

Dye Hard Yarns - a New Location
https://dyehardyarns.com/

This knit along starts on February 12th and features
colorwork. You can get all the details on their
website.  Click here for the link to the Ravelry Page. 
 The new shop seems to have a LOT going on. Check
out the website for their interesting new project in
creating a Community Dye Studio.

There's still time to sign up for the Westknits Book Signing event on February 2nd. 
Join us in celebrating 10 years of Westknits with the launch of Westknits Bestknits 3: Shawl Evolution!
Stephen will give an inspiring presentation on how he works with yarns, textures, and shapes
followed by a book signing of all Westknits Bestknits books. 
After the book signing Stephen will be available to help you shop for colors and yarns for your next
Westknits project. You can also try on samples from Stephen’s most popular designs.
You can pre-order Stephen West's newest book, WestKnits BestKnits #3 - Shawl Evolution, and pick it
up at the book signing.

WestKnits Book Signing Event Feb. 2nd

Peggy Notebaert Nature Museum
Sunday, Feb 2, 2020 - 3pm - 5pm

Click here for info

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.yarns-untold.com/
https://dyehardyarns.com/
https://www.ravelry.com/patterns/library/gnome-is-where-you-hang-your-hat?ct=t(EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_1_18_2020_0_28)&mc_cid=1d765951de&mc_eid=778e34acec
http://www.knit1chgo.com/


ABOUT  OUR  GUILD

We are reaching out to members new and old

to rebuild our numbers. We have a great year

ahead and hope you will join us!

Click here to renew your WCKG membership

online. Pay via PayPal or download a printable

form to pay by check at our next meeting.

Windy City Knitting Guild is an educational and
social club. The purpose of this organization shall
be to promote interest and skill in knitting, while
encouraging high standards of quality
workmanship.
 
The Windy City Knitting Guild meets the second
Tuesday of each month, 6:45 to 8:45 pm, at: 
 
Welles Park Clubroom
2333 West Sunnyside Avenue, Chicago
 
WCKG is a 501(c)(7) organization. We do not
discriminate. All knitters, from beginners to
designers and teachers, are welcome at our
meetings. As a prospective member, we encourage
you to attend a few meetings. Check us out and, if
you like, join. For questions about or issues with
receiving the newsletter, please contact the
Newsletter Editor.  

Annual membership costs $25 for the calendar year.
This money helps us send 12 newsletters via email each
year and pay for monthly programs. You will receive a
10% discount at participating yarn shops and
discounted fees for our weekend workshops and
classes. If you would like to join, make your check out
to Windy City Knitting Guild for $25 and mail it to:
 
Marcie Claus, WCKG Treasurer 
8546 Laramie 
Skokie, Illinois 60625
 
Call (773) 769-2362 if you have questions.
Membership fees are non-refundable. You also have
the option of paying for membership through our
website using PayPal. 
 
The contents of the Windy City Knitting Guild
newsletter are ©2020. All rights reserved.

2020 WCKG BOARD
President

Anna Roeser

 

Treasurer

Marcie Claus

 

Newsletter Editor

Karen Hoyer

wckgnewsletter@gmail.com

Webmaster

Sharleen Rucker

 

Members-at-Large

Rebekah Alm

Laura Olsavsky

Tina Stevens

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

“Properly practiced, knitting soothes the troubled spirit, 

and it doesn't hurt the untroubled spirit either.”

Elizabeth Zimmerman

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
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https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html
https://www.windycityknittingguild.com/join-our-guild.html

